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New Year Greeting 
from the 


| LABOR ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
OF AMERICA 


On behalf of the Central Committee, we extend New 
Year greetings to all members of the Labor Zionist Organiza- 
tion of America, the other sections of the Labor Zionist 
Movement, the Government of Israel, the Mapai and Hista- 
drut, the entire Yishuv, and the Jewish people everywhere. 

May this be a happy, prosperous and productive yeat 
for all. May it find all the world walking the paths of peace 
and Israel farther along the road to economic and political 
security. 

For the Central Committee, 
Labor Zionist Organization of America 


Dr. HERMAN SEWEL, Chairman 


Ratpn Wecuster, Chairman, Admin. Comm. 
Jacos KatzmMan, Executive Secretary , 
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Editorial Comment 





es 


The State Department’s 
“Impartiality” 


y A LETTER sent to Representative Emanuel 
Celler (Democrat, Brooklyn) Mr. Thurston 
P. Morton, Assistant Secretary of State for Con- 
gressional Affairs, tries to “explain” the gov- 
ernment’s policy of arming the Arab states. 
This policy, which endangers the very existence 
of Israel—a country toward which the present 
administration professes friendship—has aroused 
many protests, and Mr. Morton’s letter was ap- 
parently intended to reassure the many people 
who are deeply concerned over the likely con- 


sequences of arming the Arabs, as well as to 


provide a plausible reason for engaging in it. 

But it is impossible to find any reassurance in 
Mr. Morton’s letter, largely because it offers 
alibis instead of cogent reasons. Pointing out 
that the “threat posed by Soviet imperialism is 
of such a character that we feel obligated to 
take immediate measures to foster indigenous 
defensive strength” the State Department 
spokesman disregards the considered opinion of 
all authorities on the subject that the Arab 
states, no matter how well armed, cannot pos- 
sibly offer any measure of effective resistance 
to a possible Soviet incursion, due to their back- 
wardness, lack of modern skills, and the in- 
difference of the Arab populations. Since it is 
highly unlikely that a leading State Department 
official is unaware of the state of affairs in the 
Middle East, Mr. Morton’s argument appears to 
be disingenuous. Even less convincing, to say 
the least, is his statement that ‘We fail to find 
evidence that any Arab state is desirous or cap- 
able of sustaining any aggressive move against 
Israel.” Is it possible that our State Depart- 
ment has not heard the boast, or promise, of the 
king of Saudi Arabia that he is ready to sacrifice 
ten million Arab lives to “wipe out” Israel? Or 
does not the Department know that Iraq, one 
of the recipients of American arms, has not 
even signed a truce with Israel and is today in 
astate of war with her? Does not the Assistant 
Secretary of State know that only two weeks 
ago the King of Jordan declared that he did 
not feel bound any longer by his truce terms 
with Israel? When in the face of the preceding 
facts the State Department declares that it fails 
“to find evidence that any Arab state is desirous” 
to wage another aggressive war against Israel, 


it does not seriously expect to be believed by 
anyone. 

There is somewhat more truth in the state- 
ment that Arab countries are at present not 
“capable” of waging such an aggressive war. 
But it is precisely this incapacity to wage war 
that will be nullified by the unilateral grants of 
arms with consequences that should be obvious 
even to the State Department. 

Mr. Morton’s further statement that Israel’s 
request for military assistance “remains under 
consideration by this government,” requires 
some elucidation. This request has been ‘“‘under 
consideration” for more than three years, and 
there seems to be no likelihood that anything 
concrete will be done about it as long as the 
government follows its present policy. 

Let no one be under any misapprehension. 
This government’s unilaterial arming of the 
Arab states, which stand publicly committed to 
a war of extermination against Israel, can only 
lead to such an aggressive assault. Protestations 
of friendship for Israel, while arming its avowed 
enemies, are a mockery both of Israel and of 
public opinion in this country which is friendly 
toward Israel. 


Mapam Breaks Up 


bn LONG EXPECTED break-up of Mapam— 

Israel’s left-wing, Soviet-oriented labor party 
—has finally taken place. Formed nearly seven 
years ago by the union of Hashomer Hatzair, 
Achdut Avoda and the Left Poale Zion, the 
match had been a tenuous one from the start. 
Informed observers predicted from the beginning 
that the marriage of the dogmatically Marxist 
Left Poale Zion, the ambitious and narrowly 
sectarian Hashomer Hatzair with its unreason- 
ing fixation on the Soviet Union, and the tem- 
pestuous but basically vital and constructive 
Achdut Avoda, had to collapse. Indeed, splin- 
ters had been breaking off for some time, ever 
since the infamous Prague Trial and the sub- 
sequent blood-libel against the Jewish doctors 
in Moscow made a pro-Soviet orientation unten- 
able for any honest Jewish group, however 
Marxist it may claim to be. One small group 
broke away and rejoined the mother party, 
Mapai. Then the splinter led by Moshe Sneh 
was expelled and found its logical home with 
the official communist party of Israel. Now 
comes the major split and the political situation 








6 


in the Israeli labor movement reverts approx- 
imately to the state it was in at the time of 
the founding of Israel. 

The officially stated cause of the break-up is 
the attempt of Hashomer Hatzair to exploit 
its slim majority within Mapam in order to 
impose its rigid ideology on the entire party. 
The statement is no doubt true, in large part at 
least. Hashomer Hatzair has always clung to 
the principle of “collective thinking”—every 
member having to agree one hundred percent 
with its official line or face expulsion not only 
from the political organization, but also from 
the Hashomer Hatzair Kibbutz in which he 
happened to live. But basically there was an- 
other serious cause for the split. It was only 
natural that Achdut Avoda, consisting largely 
of constructive elements, should chafe at the 
sterile role of “malicious opposition” in Knesset 
which Hashomer Hatzair’s sectarianism imposed 
on it. Leaders of Achdut Avoda, in line with 
their entire pioneering past, wished to play an 
active, even if critical, part in the tremendous 
drama of Israel reborn, instead of limiting them- 
selves to sniping at the government from posi- 
tions of no responsibility. 

The breakup of Mapam is therefore a positive 
development for Israel labor. Achdut Avoda is 
now once again free to undertake important 
tasks in Israel, either as part of the coalition 
government or outside it. Mapai, in turn, will 
no longer be dependent on extortionate right- 
wing elements in the formation of a coalition. 
The split in Mapam opens the way for the for- 
mation of an Israeli Cabinet representing all 
the constructive and liberal forces in the coun- 
try. The Mapam experiment may also serve 
as the final lesson for those elements in Israeli 
labor which needed the lesson, that mergers 
with communist or pro-communist groups must 
lead to total subservience to Cominform dic- 
tates, or to the break-up of such ill-starred 
unions. 


Nachman Syrkin — 
30th Anniversary 


ery MONTH mark the thirtieth anniversary 
of the death of Nachman Syrkin, the spir- 
itual father of Labor Zionism. Other leaders 
have helped shape the thinking and the works 
of the Labor Zionist movement at various stages 
of its growth and development. But not one 
of them has impressed the basic character of 
the movement more strongly than Syrkin. It 
is as if he had imparted the outstanding ele- 
ments of his own character to the movement 
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which he helped found. At a time when polit- 
ical labor movements tended to be rigidly dog. 
matic and to believe, each in its own field, rd 
it possessed the entire and unqualified truth 
Nachman Syrkin was aware of that complex. 
ity of social and political life which did not 
allow itself to be forced into a rigid mold, | 
was a favorite complaint of his that he was 
destined to be “a Zionist among Socialists, and 
a Socialist among Zionists,” striving in each 
group to break through the walls of smug ideo. 
logical complacency. More than thirty years 
ago, when many Labor Zionists, like other So. 
cialists of the time, tended to think in determin. 
ist terms and were prepared to await the com- 
ing of an inevitable social Messiah, he smashed 
at this delusion. The Messiah is not a foreor- 
dained and inevitable social phenomenon. He 
must be brought with the aid of great spiritual 
effort. Israel (then still Palestine) would not 
be built automatically, as a result of inescapable 
social forces, he maintained. It will be built by 
conscious effort. It was not necessary to sit by 
idly and await a socialist Palestine to emerge 
automatically on the substructure of capital- 
ism as a result of class-struggle, he argued. It 
was necessary and possible to proceed at once 
with the construction of socialist economic and 
social cells. These ideas were not very popular 
at that time among the masses of Jewish work- 
ers most of whom had been educated to think 
in terms of an optimistic but vulgarized his- 
torical determinism. But they did strike fire 
among many small groups of Jewish young peo- 
ple throughout the world. It was these who 
laid the foundations for the kvutzot, kibbutzim 
and moshavim which were later to play such 
a vital historic role in the rise of Israel. In this 
work they were guided by the spirit of Nachman 
Syrkin. 





The Editors and Management of 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


Extend Best Wishes for 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
to all readers, subscribers 


and contributors 
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On Second “/hought 
The Anti-Communist Bill 


peerene there is a happy White House 
‘photographer. He has an heirloom for his 
children. It is the pen with which President 
Eisenhower signed the anti-Communist bill. The 
President, aware of the historic importance of 
his act, took the unusual step of offering the pen 
to the lucky reporter or photographer whose 
name would be drawn out of a hat. The Presi- 
dent was making American history and he knew 


It 








I don’t know who has the pens which served 
the signers of the Declaration of Independence 
or the composers of the Preamble to the Con- 
stitution. And who has the pen or pencil with 
which Lincoln inscribed his arguments for hu- 
man liberty? Perhaps these pens or pencils have 
not been preserved. It must be a comfort to 
know that the present pen has been more rev- 
erentially treated. 

Of course, one is tempted to wonder if the 
fortunate photographer is wholly pleased with 
his memento. Is he delighted because chance 
chose him as the repository of this treasure, or 
is he embarrassed? And when he displays the 
pen to the little ones, how will he explain it: 
“This is the pen that, etc.” But if the little 
ones want to know what jubilee attended the 
signing throughout the country, he may be 
baffled. Because he will remember clearly the 
cheerless and murky atmosphere in which the 
Bill became law. 

With few exceptions every responsible journal 
from the New York Times down has deplored 
the essential features of the bill to outlaw the 
Communist Party. The Wall Street Journal, as 
yet unlabelled as a red-front publication, wrote 
editorially before the President signed, “We 
think President Eisenhower has no choice ex- 
cept to veto a bill with such a legislative his- 
tory.” The gravest doubts about the consti- 
tutionality of the measure have been repeatedly 
expressed in every responsible quarter. The Pres- 
ident himself seemed less than enchanted with 
the production, but he signed and was amiable 
to photographers. 

Because of the wild, last-minute scramble in 
which the Bill was hatched no one seems to be 
too sure as to the exact working of all the pro- 
Visions. In their frenzy to raise the ‘“‘ante” of 
their respective parties, liberal Democrats and 
Old Guard Republicans vied with each other in 
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toughening the amendments and _ counter- 
amendments. And the end-product is so ab- 
surdly tough that Senator McCarthy is supposed 
to be laughing heartily at the exaggerated zeal 
of his would-be-rivals. Time also found the 
legislative bacchanalia funny. A good joke on 
Congress—or on the Constitution? 


So far the best available text of the Bill, and 
probably the final except for minor revisions, 
is the one published in the New York Times of 
August 20th. Even a person unversed in con- 
stitutional law can observe the pitfalls and am- 
biguities of the wording. Supposing for a mo- 
ment that one makes peace with the central con- 
ception—that a political party and its “active” 
members are to be “outlawed.” Very well! Com- 
munists are conspirators against the status quo 
and must pay the price of their dissent. 

The next step is eagerly to scan the signs and 
symptoms by which Communists will be de- 
tected. Since they are conspirators they can 
hardly be expected to announce their identities 
at the nearest police-station. True, the Congress 
in answer to Presidential pleas dropped the pro- 
vision making mere membership in the party 
an automatic felony, but Communists and their 
collaborators will be subject to the penalties of 
the Internal Security Act, which entail impris- 
onment, heavy fines and loss of citizenship rights. 

How will a jury determine if an accused per- 
son is a Communist or a collaborator? A mem- 
bership card would be helpful. Failing that, 
there is a tidy number of danger signals which 
make conviction possible. The following items 
constitute some of the incriminating evidence: 
Listing as a member in any book, list, records, 
correspondence “or in any other document” of 
a communist or communist-action organization. 
This would appear to be an extraordinarily fluid 
conception of what constitutes a valid record 
of membership. 

Or consider items 3 and 4. A person may be 
convicted if he “has made himself subject to 
the discipline of the organization in any form 
whatsoever” or “has executed orders, plans or 
directives of any kind of the organization.” One 
does not have to be a legal expert to detect 
the booby-traps. What does it mean to be sub- 
ject to the discipline of the organization “in 
any form whatsoever” or to execute orders “of 
any kind”? The latitude of the language would 
seem to include a messenger who mailed a letter 
or a waiter who brought a coca-cola in answer 
to an order. The assumption that common sense 
would prevent so idiotic a construction is un- 
fortunately small comfort. There is no reason 
to expect more courage and discretion from a 
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casual jury than from the Congress of the United 
States. 


ec 


Or take this gem: “... has advised, coun- 
seled, or in any other way imparted informa- 
tion, suggestions, recommendations to officers 
or members of the organization or fo anyone 
else in behalf of the objectives of the organiza- 
tion.” Vicious looseness of verbiage could hardly 
go farther. Such provisions are not legal safe- 
guards which seek to limit and define. They are 
so phrased as to be catch-alls which, according 
to the political climate in the country, could 
literally be interpreted to include almost any 
individual whom someone chose to accuse. How 
is anyone going to prove that he did not sug- 
gest something to somebody? 


Perhaps, as a finale, one should quote item 12: 
“ . . . has indicated by word, action, conduct, 
writing, or in any other way a willingness to 
carry out in any manner and to any degree the 
plans, designs, objectives, or purposes of the or- 
ganization.” Surely this is a burlesque of law. 
The conscious satire of a Voltaire or a Swift 
could achieve no more telling a reductio ad 
absurdum. 


A valid law must provide a clear criterion 
for determining guilt or innocence. If a law 
reads that a child of ten caught stealing a 
loaf of bread is to be hanged we may view such 
legislation as cruel or inhuman. But we know 
what the legislator intended. If the law had 
read “anyone indicating a willingness to con- 
sider stealing a loaf is to be hanged” then no one 
in the affected community could be certain of 
escaping the noose. That is one of the funda- 
mental differences between accepted legislative 
procedure and a witch-hunt. No measure can 
be viewed as legal which, instead of providing 
objective criteria for judgment, is so phrased as 
to leave the accused wholly at the mercy of the 
subjective interpretation of witness, juror, or 
judge. The whole vocabulary of “front” or- 
ganization, “infiltration” and “collaborator” is 
heavy with ambiguity. Only a couple of weeks 
ago a chapter of the American Legion viewed 
the Girl Scouts of America with alarm. And 
we all know what happened to the subversive 
Robin Hood in another American town. The 
New York Times is a dangerously inflammatory 
publication by some standards. Such imbecili- 
ties can be laughed off as long as the citizenry 
is protected by constitutional law. The absurd- 
ity becames an atrocity when the legal bulwark 
is destroyed. 


Then we ride brooms again. 
How can one account for the fact that the 
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Senate and House of Representatives passed, wit, 
few dissenting votes, an Act whose constity, 
tionality appears glaringly questionable from th 
outset? Haste and competition for the “loyalty” 
record are only partial explanations. The trut, 
may be that no similar law, no matter how cap. 
fully and circumspectly phrased, can escape th} HES 
basic evil of the present one. Ors 
Israel i 
We have legislation to protect the country} of the 
against espionage, sabotage and treason. Fach! upon . 
of these acts is an overt crime which merits th| history 
full penalty of the law. I shed no sentiment} has bee 
tears for spies or traitors whose crimes againg{ tween 
the country have been adequately proven. Bu} eral su 
the outlawing of a political party, and in} they al 
“fronts” and “sympathizers” falls into another} wards 
category. Here we are no longer dealing with| fable « 
an individual and his acts, examining and judg.) frontat 
ing according to the evidence; instead, we have} culture 
embarked on the black magic of thought-con.} Zionist 
trol. Necromancy is an impure art and in} Moder 
practitioners cannot scan the Bill of Rights to} ? truly 
closely. As soon as one tries to track down ides} 294 Je 
and sympathies instead of acts, one is in the) We 
world of fumes and incantations; consequently The cc 
the language of the legal hunt is bound to bk ment f 
nebulous. an ad: 
Thus < 
On signing the new law, President Eisenhower} transfc 
announced cheerfully, “I am proud that in this} future 
battle against the subversive elements in this ated tl 
country we have been able to preserve the rights) came ' 
of the accused in accordance with our traditions} It he 
and the Bill of Rights.” No doubt the Supreme} late ne 
Court will soon have an opportunity to deter-} ‘ing 
mine whether it shares the President’s optimism. =: 
, and fir 


In the meantime, the Congress of the United] basic a 
States has done the cause of democracy a grave) @teriz 
disservice. In a period when democratic idea | lems a1 
are being seriously challenged in Europe, Asi) Ponent 
and Africa, the world’s greatest democratic) the str 
state appears to have taken over totalitarian} ‘rm. 
theory and practice. In the free world we have | Herzl 
watched with revulsion fascist and communis) ‘Here | 
trials, and purges, and outlawings, and liquid land, ai 
tions. That was not our way. Neither England, | the sol 
nor France, nor any other democratic state hi} childis! 
seen fit to repudiate basic democratic princi 1s. In 
ples. The hysteria shaking the United Stats) siderab 
can hardly create converts to our side in tht) centur 
ideological struggle for the minds of men. Th} premis 
Congress has given us a stunning demonstratiot) sector. 
of how not to win friends and influence peopl) yin, 
Perhaps the White House photographer had) of the J 
better lose that pen! | Congres 
Marie Syrkin leader 0 
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Herzl and the Jewish State 


by Nahum 


a. Herz1, founder of the World Zion- 
Organization which brought the State of 
Israel into being, was a product of his times— 
of the impact of Western European civilization 
upon Jewry. The whole direction of Jewish 
history, since the beginning of the 19th century, 
has been influenced by this confrontation be- 
tween Jewry and West European culture. Sev- 
eral such confrontations preceded Herzl, but 
they all seemed to lead, deliberately or not, to- 
wards the dissolution of the Jews as an identi- 
fable culture and collectivity. Hence, the con- 
frontation of Jewry with Western European 
culture might have been wholly destructive, had 
Zionism not asserted itself. It was only through 
Modern Zionism, as articulated by Herzl, that 
a truly creative synthesis between this culture 
and Jewry was achieved. The Zionist movement 
owes its nature and very being to this synthesis. 
The concept of the state as a goal and instru- 
ment for resolving Jewry’s longing for Zion was 
an adaptation from West European society. 
Thus a potentially destructive experience was 
transformed into an affirmation of the Jewish 
future and Jewish survival. Theodor Herzl cre- 
ated this synthesis as no one before him, and 
came to symbolize it historically. 

It has been said that only the talented formu- 
late new ideas; genius is content with rediscov- 
ering and reformulating old truths. The tal- 
ented are alert to, and concerned with detail 


, and fine points; genius views the world in its 


basic and eternal components. Genius is char- 
acterized by a unique ability to simplify prob- 
lems and reduce them to their elemental com- 
ponents. Herzl was a genius, and possessed both 
the strength and the weaknesses implied in this 
term. The Jewish problem is most complex, yet 
Herzl reduced it to an issue of transportation. 
here are the Jews, he said, a people without a 
land, and Palestine, a land without a people—and 
the solution is to join them. It was an almost 
childish simplification and yet it was also gen- 
lus. Indeed the child and the genius have con- 
siderable affinity. In the perspective of a half- 
century of experience, we know that these two 
premises of Herzl were quite inaccurate. A large 
sector of the Jewish people did not regard itself 
lala 
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as “a people without a land,” and, even in 
Herzl’s day, Palestine was not wholly a land 
without a people. I shall deal more extensively 
with these two premises later on. 


However, only because he was capable of 
simplifying the complicated Jewish problem, in 
itself a sign of genius, and possessed the formid- 
able courage to apply the daring methods of 
a Columbus to the Jewish question, was Herzl 
able to write Das Judenstaat and initiate Mod- 
ern Zionism. Those who luxuriate in tackling 
complexities might write brilliant books about 
a problem, but can never solve it. As Goethe 
said: “The effort at thinking does not neces- 
sarily produce thought.” Nothing in history 
has ever been accomplished without a daring 
leap into the dark, and a reckless disregard of 
all doubt and misgivings. As David Ben Gurion 
remarked to me just a few years ago: “Had we 
been able to foresee the consequent difficulties, 
would we really have dared to proclaim our 
sovereignty?” 


NLY A GENIUS, a man who leaps in the dark, 

could have proposed the concept of a Jew- 
ish State in the conditions which prevailed in 
Herzl’s day. Would he have possessed the temer- 
ity to bring the Zionist movement into being, 
if he had foreseen the gap between the concept 
and its application? The methods of genius 
give birth to concept, but are wholly inappli- 
cable in the realization of concepts. This be- 
came apparent when Herzl initiated efforts to 
put his concepts into effect. He hoped to bring 
the Jewish state into being through a series of 
conversations with the Sultan, the German Em- 
peror and their kind; i.e., with a single stroke. 
His tragedy as a leader was largely due to his 
inability or refusal to face the truth, that reality 
opposes the methods of genius, and that appli- 
cation requires tedious, arduous labor, which 
is what practical Zionists advocated. Herzl’s 
concept could only be realized by means of 
Weizmann’s Zionism, based on Chalutzim and 
labor and on applying the empirical method of 
constructing the National Home, brick by brick, 
and cowshed by cowshed, and through gradual 
immigration and construction. 

Herzl was blind on this issue, but this blind- 
ness to difficulties is a prerequisite for great his-- 
torical leadership. Zionism was not Herzl’s in- 








10 


vention, and was more deeply rooted in the 
Jewish people than in Herzl, who had come from 
a non-Jewish environment. However, nations 
are most vigorously exercised by simple for- 
mulas, and it was Herzl’s simple formulation 
that the Jewish problem can best be solved by 
“transportation” which launched the movement 
for a Jewish state and acted on the imagination 
of multitudes of non-Jews. 

The Jews possess an unfortunate gift of com- 
plicating the simplest matters, and Theodor 
Herzl taught them, instead, to see great prob- 
lems in large perspective. His adversaries, in 
their polemics, enumerated a thousand difficul- 
ties and pinpointed multitudinous doubts con- 
cerning the practical application of his design. 
‘Herzl was contemptuous of details. He lived in 
a rarified atmosphere and the realistic argu- 
ments of the opposition, it seeried to him, were 
quite unrelated to his understanding and con- 
cept of the Jewish problem. Only by properly 
understanding the motivations of Herzlian Zion- 
ism are we able to understand the man Herzl, 
and the strange spell he exercised upon his 
generation, and upon the spirit and imagination 
of the Jewish people generally. What brought 
Herzl to Zionism was primarily not so much 
compassion for the persecuted Jewish masses 
and concern over the future of Jewish culture, 
both of which were alien to him, nor conscious- 
ness of the historical continuity of the Jewish 
people, which preoccupied Ahad Ha’am and 
Pinsker, and others like them who had emerged 
from the depths of the Jewish past. What moti- 
vated Herzl was his hurt pride. The plight of 
the Jews of France, integrated into its vigorous 
culture, fully emancipated, and yet imperilled 
by the Dreyfus affair, made him suddenly and 
desperately aware of the indignity and futility 
of the Jewish position, the Jew being nowhere 
master of his fate, everywhere a guest at the inn. 
A fiercely proud man, he could not become 
reconciled to this indignity. His only alternative 
was revolt. His Zionism was revolution. 

Pride was new as a primary motivation in 
Jewish life. Herzl’s predecessors in search of a 
solution were impelled by concern over Jewry’s 
physical insecurity and spiritual future, over the 
denial of emancipation as well as the assimila- 
tion resulting from emancipation. They were 
impelled by Jewry’s collective experience. Herzl 
was wholly detached from the collective destiny; 
he was an acclaimed dramatist, a celebrated 
writer, a social lion, integrated in his environ- 
ment, enjoying its material comforts. Nonethe- 
less, precisely because he was a proud man, he 
felt personally dishonored whenever the Jews 
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were dishonored. He experienced the disgrag 
of Dreyfus as his private disgrace. Thus his 
personal problem and the Jewish problem ly. 
came enmeshed. The identification was com. 
plete. If his own pride was to be restored, th 
pride of his people had to be restored too; if 
his own hurt was to be assuaged, the hurt of 
his people had to be assuaged; his personal self. 
fulfillment required the Jews’ national self-fyl. 
fillment. 


E WAS A REGAL phenomenon in modern Jey. 

ry, of noble appearance, poise and speech, ; 
born aristocrat. All who met him remarked on 
the overwhelming impact of this first Jew in 
generations to address, on equal footing, kings 
Ministers of State, and exercisers of power, not 
as a supplicant, but as a spokesman for his peo- 
ple. The world was familiar with wise Jews 
successful Jews and even powerful Jews, bu 
not until Herzl appeared had the modern world 
met the proud Jew. This is why his personality 
cast a spell upon both Jews and non-Jews. His 
bearing and conduct, undid, by defiant exam. 
ple, 2000 years of exile and ghetto existence, 
He demonstrated, in his own person, the trans- 
formations the Jew would undergo after the 
Zionist solution will have been achieved. He 
spoke as though the Jews were already a normal 
people, and addressed the world not as the leader 
of a utopian quixotic movement, which, ob- 
jectively speaking, Zionism was in his day, but 
with the mature confidence of the political chief 
of an established state. Thus his own behavior 
transformed the behavior and status of all Jew- 
ry, a people without rights, without a home. 
land. He spoke and acted as though there no 
longer existed Jewish homelessness and_indig- 
nity. This, too, was a sign of his genius. Geni 
is not, as is generally supposed, expressed wholly 
in intellectual endeavor. It also is revealed in 
the character and psychological composition of | 
aman. It may assert itself in the impression | 
man makes on his environment. This transfor: ! 
mation of the Jewish condition, which Herd | 
proposed conceptually, and his anticipation of | 
the future image of the Jew, which he demon- 
strated in his person, were the boldest assertions 
of his genius, and explain his power over th 
Jewish masses of his day. Ghetto Jewry pos | 
sessed a nobility of the spirit: rabbis, philoso-| 
phers, poets. But in the social and_ political 
sphere, it possessed none who could move freely,| 
and as an equal, among the wielders of pow! 





and shapers of the destiny of nations. Herzl’) 


impact upon Jewish communities was in inver® 
ratio to their status in society. The more op: 
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pressed a community, the greater his impact 
upon it. He was all the more effective because 
he was fundamentally so alien. The elevated 
personality always maintains some aloofness, 
never identifies itself fully with the masses. The 
Jewish people experienced Herzl like an awe- 
some natural phenomenon. His legend spread 
quickly; it had been long since a Jewish leader 
enjoyed such unbounded adulation. Only a 
child then, I still recall my mother’s convulsive 
sobbing on hearing the news of his death, al- 
though she had never seen Herzl. Herzl pro- 
vided Jewry an opportunity for psychological 
release. The Jews had great spokesmen before 
him, men like Sir Moses Montefiore, and Baron 
Ginsburg, the so-called shtadlanim, affluent, re- 
spected, sincere people, who used their connec- 
tions in high places to alleviate the plight of 
their pepole. With an infallible instinct, the 
Jewish masses felt somehow that while these 
men spoke in behalf of the Jews, they did not 
really speak for the Jews. 

Herzl, poised, proud, impelling and confident 
even in the presence of potentates, inspired self- 
cofidence in the Jewish people, a quality lacking 
even in the emancipated Jews of Central and 
Western Europe. Just as Herzl’s conduct anti- 
cipated the Jew of the future, so the conduct of 
the masses that followed him anticipated the 
future image of the Jewish people. 

A people always shapes its leaders. It is not 
always that a leader shapes his people. Jewry 
as a political entity, an active collectivity, react- 
ing, demanding, urging, pressing, did not exist 
before Herzl. He not only envisioned the Jew- 
ish State, but he created and shaped the Jewish 
people. 

Such is Herzl as seen in the perspective of a 
half century. Posthumous judgments can only 
reflect the attitude of his judges towards him; 
they cannot add to or diminish from the man 
who is no longer among us. 


THE MOST ELOQUENT testimony to the historic 

impact of Herzl is this—that so many are 
convinced that his dream has already been rea- 
lized. There is good reason for this erroneous 
impression. Had his contemporaries been able 
to read the prophecy he confided to his diary, 
that within not more than fifty years a Jewish 
state would come into being, they would have 
dismissed it, compassionately perhaps, as hope- 
less self-delusion and a further demonstration 
of his divorcement from reality. Nonetheless, 
his prophecy is today’s reality. 

Measured historically, fifty years is an unus- 
ually brief time for the realization of Utopian 
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ideas. It is true that tragic events since his 
passing presented opportunities conducive to 
the creation of a Jewish state. However, acci- 
dents, fortunate and unfortunate, are always a 
powerful factor in great undertakings, just as 
they are decisive in the private lives of men. 

Zionism’s major achievements to date are: 
a) the enlistment of a majority of Jewish people 
behind the Zionist program; b) the enlistment 
of humanitarian support throughout the world, 
and, as a consequence of these, c) the establish- 
ment of the State of Israel. Neither Herzl nor 
his predecessors envisioned the Jewish State as 
an end in itself. Nothing could be more 
absurd than the anti-intellectual, wholly de- 
structive concept set forth by Hegel, the most 
Prussian of all German philosophers, that the 
state is the supreme fulfillment of a people. 
This concept of the state as an end in itself and 
as the supreme realization of human history has 
provided moral absolution for Nazism. The 
greatest danger to freedom and culture in our 
time, even in democratic states, has come from 
the tendency of the state to impose itself upon 
all spheres of human conduct and endeavor. 


Nothing is more essential for the uninhibited 
growth of a people, and most especially of the 
Jewish people, whose history demonstrates the 
permanence of ideas and the impermanence of 
states, than firm and unqualified repudiation of 
the barbaric and grotesque theory that the state 
is an end in itself. No state, the Jewish state 
included, can rationally make such a claim. 
States are only instruments, and not indispen- 
sable instruments at that, designed to facilitate 
the development of peoples and their cultures. 
At a time when peoples are organized in na- 
tional states, the Jewish people too needed a 
state as an instrument for the preservation of 
its survival. But the time may come—and I 
hope it will come — when sovereign national 
states will be a memory of the past. Even today 
we already witness a significant trend toward 
regional mergers and international frameworks 
which suggest this possibility. 

Zionists therefore demanded statehood not as 
a supreme goal, but as an instrument which 
would enable us to develop further, without 
inhibition, the great creative ideas of Jewish 
culture and apply them in life. Humanity ac- 
knowledged our historic status as the people 
that gave mankind the Bible and the Prophets 
and was confident that we would establish some- 
thing more enduring than merely another small 
national state. Zionism was always far more 
than a nationalistic political movement. No- 
body was more ambitious, in this sense, then 
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Herzl, whose novel Altneuland, projects not just 
a state, but a virtually new society. This, in- 
deed, was the aim of Zionism from the first. 


E CANNOT even pretend that Zionism has yet 

realized these larger aims. They cannot be 
achieved through military success and political 
strategy. They require at least several genera- 
tions of arduous and dedicated effort, and Israel 
is only six years old. 


It would be unfair, indeed, immoral, to ask 
which of these aims has already been accom- 
plished in Israel. Israel, for years to come, shall 
continue to wrestle with elementary political 
and economic problems. Yet only those who 
set themselves great aims can hope to achieve 
them. The words of the poet, “only the ragged 
are modest,” applies to nations no less than to 
individuals. We must not overlook certain dan- 
gers inherent in Israel’s condition today. The 
great satisfaction of having created a state after 
two thousand years of homelessness may so fill 
the soul as to leave little margin for greater 
ambitions. 


This is understandable, provided it does not 
last long and does not lead to a jettisoning of 
the higher values. Precisely because Israel is sit- 
uated in geographical surroundings which en- 
able her to take comfort from comparing her- 
self to her neighbors, the danger of lowered 
sights is all the more serious. 


The special distinction of Zionism in Jewish 
history has been that it sought to transform ser- 
mon into deed, idea into fact, theory into life. 
That is why Zionism placed the accent on prac- 
tical endeavor: the draining of swamps, estab- 
lishment of colonies, construction of industries, 
absorption of immigrants. We have rightly been 
proud of these achievements. The fact that we 
applied ourselves so assiduously to realities and 
mastered them, after having been restricted to 
theorizing for generations by ghetto legislation, 
demonstrated our vigor as a people. All deeds 
must be backed by visions of greater things to 
come. It would spell self-destruction for Zion- 
ism were we to abdicate vision. Israel] has always 
been a small state. Immigration from abroad, 
no matter how large, will not change this fact. 
Israel’s quantitative achievements must lay the 
basis for qualitative development. It is our duty 
to be concerned about these matters, even 
though there is nothing in Israeli reality to war- 
rant misgivings about Israel’s direction. The 
road on which a career is launched is no less 
decisive in the history of a nation, than in the 
biography of individual man. 


JEWISH FRoNTER 
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The General Executive 
of the 


Farband-Labor Zionist Order 


greets its Branches, Ladies’ Clubs and Wo. 
men’s Divisions and the general member. 
ship of our fraternal organization on the 


occasion of the ushering in of the Jewish 


New Year. 


May the New Year bring happiness to 
all of you. 


May the New Year bring closer the eco- 


nomic security of Israel. 


May the New Year be a year of our re- 
newed activities in the field of Jewish edu- 
cation, Israel, and fruitful Jewish activities 


in America. 


Louis SEGAL 
General Secretary 


Meyer L. Brown 
President 


B. TELLER 
Assistant Secretary 


SAMUEL BoNCHEK 
Vice-President 


Harotp GRUBART M. FIsHER 
Treasurer Asst. to Secretary 
SAM BERKE Rita LuBrRan 


Associate Treasurer Sec’y Women’s Div. 


L. RUBINSTEIN 
Central School Committee 
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RAEL’S POTENTIAL GREATNESS lies in reassert- 
ing the humanitarian and moral aspect of 
Tionist idealism, a source of permanent great- 
q¢ss; in dispensing with pride in ephemeral vic- 
tories; in exercising extreme discrimination in 
jdopting the political methods of other states. 


Israel’s day-by-day tasks in maintaning her 
gcurity, independence and status in the turbu- 
lnt Near East, are taxing and heartbreaking. 
To suggest that she divert energies to the greater 
Zionist ambitions is to propose that she add to 
her burdens. Yet it is more realistic, in terms 
of Jewish history and Zionist purpose, for Israel 
not to seek to become a state like others, but 
instead to assert, stress, and defend her special 
character. 


Israel as just another small state in the Near 
East cannot hope to capture the imagination of 
the world. Israel as a consequence of the unusual 
history of our people, as a serious attempt to 
establish the raison d’etre of our unique destiny, 
and to invest our martyrdom with meaning, 
can reclaim the sympathies and enlist the sup- 
port of the most enlightened sections of world 
public opinion. 

Herzl’s startling simplification that Palestine 


is “a land without a people” took no account 
of the Arab problem. But then the Arabs were 
really not a people in an active political sense. 
| It was only later that the Arab National Move- 
' ment was launched and, in its own way, achieved 


great success—the creation of a whole series of 
national states. 


The Zionist movement, ever since Herzl, has 
been reminded almost daily that Palestine was 
not “a land without a people.” The unresolved 
Arab problem dims Zionism’s joy and success 
in creating Israel. The whole world is aware 
that this is the most fateful political problem 
confronting Israel. It is psychological, rather 
than political, and cannot be solved with a magic 
formula. It will take years before the relations 
between Israel and the Arab states can be suc- 
cessfully normalized. 

The specifics of this problm—Jerusalem, the 
frontiers of the State and the Arab refugees— 


| can be solved without too much difficulty, given 
good will. The Arab states, presiding over enor-- 


mous, sparsely populated territories, cannot ar- 


gue that they lack space, or that they require 


Israel territory to secure their future. The Arab 
refugees would find in the unsettled and fertile 
regions of the neighboring Arab states a better 
economic future than Israel can provide, and 
psychologically more auspicious conditions. Nor 
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is the internationalization of New Jerusalem 
really important to the Arab states. The overall 
problem, however, transcends its specifics. Where 
good will is lacking, unimportant details be- 
come insurmountable obstacles. The problem 
of Israel-Arab relations is above all a psycholog- 
ical problem, and its solution depends on Israel’s, 
readiness to be a good neighbor and on Arab 
confidence in Israel’s intentions. That Israel is 
eager to become part of the Near East world 
and live in harmony with her neighbors is an 
irrefutable fact, although requiring perhaps still 
more felicitous expression. The real difficulty is 
Arab non-reciprocation. Only when the psycho- 
logical problem is removed, and the hundreds 
of thousands of Arab refugees are welcomed in 
the Arab lands, will Herzl’s formula have been 
realized—the people without a land, returned 
to its land. 


. The world at large has recognized Israel and 
established reciprocal relationship with her. This 
may be rightfully considered a major Israeli 
diplomatic achievement, since it occurred almost 
immediately after Israel was established. Now 
the Middle East also must accept and welcome 
Israel as a neighbor. Only then will world 
Jewry, through Israel, be able to make perhaps 
its greatest creative contribution—assist in the 
restoration of this entire region, once a great 
center of human culture, and destined to become 
again a central sphere of creative human history 
in the decades ahead. The return of the Jews 
to Israel has already begun; the return of the 
Jews to the Near East can only begin when the 
whole Near East will be ready to accept Israel 
on equal terms as an integral element of the 
region. 
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JEWIsH Front 


The British Want to Forget 


by Herbert Howarth 


Rss of Jewish Frontier will already know 

from press reports something of Lord Rus- 
sell’s new book, The Scourge of the Swastika. 
The essential facts are these. Lord Russell of 
Liverpool has for twenty years been in the Bri- 
tish Army’s legal service. In the post-war years 
he was stationed in Germany as Senior Legal 
Adviser to the Commander-in-Chief, British 
Army of the Rhine. As the trials of the German 
war criminals in the British zone of occupation 
were completed, it was his task to review the 
cases and to advise the Commander-in-Chief on 
the confirmation of the findings and sentences. 
Although he had perhaps little previous knowl- 
edge of the nature of the large-scale crimes that 
took place in Germany during the war, he was 
now enabled to form a peculiarly exact estimate 
of them. It is true that all the facts came to 
him through the sieve of the legal machine, he 
was never in the position of seeing the realities, 
but even coming through these channels they 
made a deep impression on him. 

When he returned to England and mentioned 
matters relating to the war-crimes to his friends, 
he was surprised and alarmed to discover a great 
ignorance of them. Then, whe he spoke in some 
detail of what he knew, he was pressed to set it 
on record in book-form. 

At the time of deciding to write his book, 
Lord Russell of Liverpool was Assistant Judge- 
Advocate General of the War Office in London. 
As a government official he was obliged to seek 
official sanction for writing it and offering it for 
publication. Sanction was given. This was some 
two-and-a-half years ago. When, this July, 1954, 
the book was ready for distribution, the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Simonds, decided, on examina- 
tion of an advance copy, to request its with- 
drawal. According to The Times (London), he 
wrote to Lord Russell stating that “Publication 
of a book such as yours would be incompatible 
with the holding of a judicial office,” because 
the consequences could be “‘to stir up hatred of 
the German people as a whole, and therefore to 
give support to the opinions of those who are 
most strongly critical of the policy of giving 
Germans an opportunity, by rearmament or oth- 
erwise, of exerting an influence in world affairs.” 

The choice that then faced Lord Russell was 
to withdraw the book, or to resign in order 
that he might be free to bid publication con- 
tinue. His decision was to resign and publish. 


Cassells, publishers of the British edition, were 
able to issue The Scourge of the Swastika for the 
scheduled date. Within two days of the release 
of the news of the author’s resignation, they 
had not a single copy left in office or warehous, 
so great was the stir created and the consequent 
call on them. Inquiries for the translation rights 
were immediately made of the agents from a 
number of Continental cities. (The American 
rights have at the time these notes are written 
not yet been taken up, but they may well have 
gone by the time these notes are printed.) 


NY COMMENT on the book and its possible 

effects should begin by declining—as that 
eminently fair paper, The Observer, has just 
declined—to censure the officials for putting the 
choice of “withdraw or resign” to the author, 
The situation, which Lord Russell confronted so 
courageously, was not particular to his book 


and its theme. It was a matter of tradition and | 


established practice. A public servant is bound 
to support and carry out the work of the whole 
government complex, of which his department 
is a unit, loyally, remaining reasonably silent as 
to any differences of view which he may feel 
within himself. If a point is reached at which 
his conscience tells him that silence will not do, 
then he is free to speak out, provided that either 





he obtains permission to do so, or he takes the | 
option of releasing himself from his obligations | 


by resigning. Lord Russell reached the point 
where conscience did insist on the option, and 
he acted resolutely and honorably. The author- 
ities on their side acted, through the Lord Chan- 
cellor, with equal respect for the immediate cir- 
cumstances and for tradition. 

We may, of course, draw conclusions from the 


Lord Chancellor’s action as to the current hopes | 
and ends of official British policy regarding Ger- | 


many, and as to the change which has come 
over this policy since the time more than two 
years ago when sanction in principle was given 
to the author to proceed with his project. In- 
deed, we cannot be blind to these conclusions. 


We have all for some time been aware of the | 


flow of policy for Germany as far as the western 
powers are concerned; but also it must be said 
that in the United Kingdom this official trend is 
still the subject of vigorous public debate in the 
Parliamentary parties, in the Press, and, for ex- 
ample, in the Trade Unions where a vote has 
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just been cast against the re-arming of Germany. 
Just because the solution of the German prob- 
lem is still a burning point of debate and still 
unsettled, the authorities felt that they had to 
say to Lord Russell that he could only enter the 
forum and speak if he first divested himself of 
office. This, as The Observer has clarified, does 
not mean that the government “banned” the 
book. It means that in the official assessment the 
book may modify public opinion, and it may 
at the next stage force, or contribute to the 
enforcement of, a modification of official policy; 
therefore it can only come from a man outside 
the official service. 


ET US TURN to the real question: will the book 
influence public opinion? Is the official fear 
of public response to the book well-based? Here 
we have to look a little deeper than officialdom 
can afford to do. And the further question is: 
how often does a book in these islands influence 
policy as the next-but-one consequence of creat- 
ing an active movement of public opinion? One 
can think of striking examples of the dynamic 
effects of a book in home affairs—of the effects 
of the social criticism of Dickens, let us say. But 
where foreign affairs are concerned any appeal 


has to contend with a well-developed pose of 


non-concern. Two major wars and a string of 
minor ones, all calling the attention overseas, 
have not done anything to make the British 
public more interested in foreign politics. On 
the contrary. The allergy and resistance to the 
claims of overseas matters seem to have increased 
here rather than otherwise as a result of the strain 
of those wars. And insofar as there are factors 
making the Englishman look overseas, notably 
the restriction of the opportunities for fantasy 
which the Welfare State entails as the comple- 


‘ment of welfare, these turn him to individual 


enjoyments, adventure, fight, exoticism, and not 
to the realities of political circumstances. 

In a similar way the British public as a whole 
does not want to re-examine the more painful 
experiences of the past. We have in Britain a 
wonderful capacity to endure pain and shocks. 
The public has absorbed lost battles, heavy 
bombing, radical fiscal measures like devalua- 
tion, without panic, without much discussion, 
and practically without any reaction but an.in- 
creased alertness and a wrier joke. The philoso- 
phy—the facit philosophy, for taciturnity is of 
the essence—is that by nonchalance the lost bat- 
tles turn into victories at the end. When we 
have lived the matter through and come out 
safe, we certainly don’t want to hear any more 
about it. No examination, please, and no analy- 
sis, we say. Above all, we say, no predictions 
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about our next bad experience. When it comes, 
we will do our best with it, but we don’t want 
to be stirred by it in advance. One could pro- 
test that, as a result, we can never avert an evil, 
just because we won’t take scientific measure- 
ments of it nor attempt to learn by dissecting 
what went before. But if the Englishman were 
to rationalize sufficiently to reply, his reply 
would be that other peoples who do predict, 
analyze, read the news and political books, and 
explain affairs, also don’t escape their political 
and economic difficulties. Our concept of life and 
pleasure is love of sport and disregard for poli- 
tics; if other peoples enjoy politics, they are wel- 
come; we all finish up the same way. 


‘THis ATTEMPTED articulation of the inarticulate 

Weltanschauung of the ordinary man and 
woman in London or Leeds may not be ab- 
solutely sound. I think, however, that it is 
fairly representative. Yet it does not represent 
the attitudes of all other peoples. There may be 
countries that share it with Britain; possibly the 
American outlook may overlap with it in part. 
But the French outlook is utterly different. The 
Swedish way of looking is different again. If 
we consider Israel, we have the nearly complete 
contrast: a people which is highly conscious of 
every changing note in the political scene, which 
listens for every nuance in every political state- 
ment or murmur. Often in Tel Aviv I used to 
observe how fathers of families stayed by their 
radios from supper till midnight listening to suc- 
cessive news-broadcasts from many stations in 
many tongues, weighing up the differences be- 
tween the presentation of an item in one lan- 
guage and another. It may be recorded inci- 
dentally that it was because of this immense 
love of news and current affairs that I realized 
that a News and Reading Center would be wel- 
come in Tel Aviv; and the success of the Merkaz 
ha-Hadashoth in 1944 and 1945 arose from the 
fact that the study of politics is the favorite 
hobby in a Jewish community. In most towns 
in Britain the amateur study of politics is con- 
fined (leaving out certain young people’s clubs, 
where the spark of personal political or social 
ambition nullifies the word “‘amateur”) to a 
few old men and eccentrics who gather in knots 
of a dozen under a tram shelter or the colonnades 
of the seashore. 


It may be added that the regular soapbox 
orators in Hyde Park are no contradiction to 
this rule. Their audiences are not made up of 
seriously-concerned citizens of Britain. The small 
crowds consist in large part of tourists from 
abroad, who come to admire what they conceive 
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to be a wonderful demonstration of freedom of 
speech; the remaining part is made up of idlers 
or provincial visitors who stare with incredulous 
amusement for a few minutes and then pass on. 

The general public, then, provides no fertile 
soil for a book which has a political lesson for 
its object. It does not want political lessons or 
political information in any frame, least of all 
in a book. What about the more special part of 
the public, however, the part that does care for 
books? 


AAccorpinec To a stupy recently conducted 

(under the auspices of Reader’s Digest) in 
the industrial town of Derby, some forty out of 
every hundred of the over-sixteen population 
of Britain are readers of books. Could it be said 
that, even if the non-bookish half of the public 
is resistant to politics, the reading half must care 
and that its caring counts since it is the more 
influential section of the electorate? I am afraid 
that our book-readers, too, or many of them, 
look when they read for something different 
than electoral guidance and information on 
overseas affairs. The majority preferences among 
them are biography, travel, fiction. As to how 
strong a minority does go for books dealing 
with current events, one might make a not too 
wild guess by taking the approximately 70,000 
subscribers of the New Statesman and Nation, 
quadrupling this figure to allow for regular read- 
ers who do not subscribe but borrow the family 
copy or go to libraries or clubs for one. We 
have then a nucleus of a quarter of a million 
educated persons who are genuine and habituated 
students of politics through documents and pub- 
lished opinion, and who both by nature and 
conviction act as missionaries after they have 
acquired a view by reading. The impression that 
these .5 percent of the population make on the 
circles that span out from them is no doubt 
qualitatively great. But the ripples of their work 
disappear in the ocean of the national disregard 
for foreign policy. 

About 1950 I remember a British publisher 
telling me that books about Israel could no long- 
er be published, owing to the resistance of the 
general reader here to anything that recalled 
the events under the Mandate, particularly in 
the last years. That publisher was a man with 
an international reputation as a thinker, a man 
whose view approaches the profound and is 
certainly far from merely “fashionable.” His 
remark must have been factual. So if our public 
had become averse to Israeli news as a result of 
distresses that were small compared with those 
suffered in the years of war with Germany, how 
much more allergic must it be to rehearsals of 
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the German story. There are war-books that 
have sold here and are still selling: stories of 
individual heroism like The Wooden Horse or 
Squadron-Leader Bader’s biography; also, though 
less actively, stories of espionage; even, though 
this is definitely more remote, discussions of 
strategy. For inspirational stories of heroism 
there is definitely a public. But for issues that 
entailed suffering of great numbers of people, 
or that meant want of food, the uprooting of 
homes and involuntary migrations, the destruc- 
tion and waste of life and materials—against all 
this the public puts on the insulation of deliber- 
ate deafness. 


“Do not harrow us,” the public says in effect, 
“we know that life has been bad and will be bad 
again. But for the moment, well, isn’t it a good 
thing that the German football team won the 
World Cup? Now we don’t have to pity them 
as second-rate any more, and we can have an- 
other first-class item on the international foot- 
ball calendar and more fun from one more game 
this winter.” 


DON’T FORMULATE this football allusion in 

order to be facetious, nor to be in the least 
derogatory. It is a fairly accurate metaphor for 
the collective ‘“‘man-in-the-street” feeling here. 
The British attitude to international affairs can 
perhaps best be understood if it is first recog- 
nized that just such a consideration as football 
can be a dominant with it. The metaphor is a 
permanent one, and contains both British sim- 
plicity and British complexity, the Britisher as 
the eternal juvenile and the Britisher as a mature 
and civilized person. One could expand liberally 
on its implications — liberally indeed, for the 
British lack of will to win is connected with it; 
a draw being, for the sportsman, an ideal solu- 
tion. But enough has been said, I think, to in- 
dicate that the public really finds it inconvenient 
ina fundamental way to be recalled to the con- 
sideration of any evidence that questions the 
right or capacity of Germany to take her place 
in the comity of nations. 


On my shelves as I write I see The Belsen 
Trial edited by Raymond Phillips. Here in text 
and photographs is material which already sum- 
marizes Lord Russell’s message. The Jewish 
Chronicle in an article on The Scourge of the 
Swastika has pointed out that, “The record is 
there; several carefully authenticated accounts 
exist, of which we venture to mention The 
Fnal Solution by Gerald Reitlinger, since it con- 
cerns the specifically Jewish side of the story.” 
The books named, and others, have failed’ to 


Move the British public; some of them were 
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already available when Lord Russell came home 
to England and found that his friends did not 
truly know what happened in Germany. Of 
course, these writings may have influenced that 
strongly critical opposition which wishes our 
government to revise its present German policy. 
But by the same token, the influence cannot 
have been sufficiently general, for it is the move- 
ment for the re-emergence of Germany which 
is official and preponderant. 


HERE Is, however, a difference between Lord 

Russell’s book and these forerunners, which 
may affect the situation. The furore and excite- 
ment which, following the Lord Chancellor’s 
letter and Lord Russell’s firm decision, have at- 
tended publication, throw the glare of contro- 
versy over it and may focus on it the interest 
of many who would otherwise have been con- 
tentedly lethargic. It is ironical to think that 
the sense of duty and tradition which led the 
authorities to determine that The Scourge of the 
Swastika could not appear from a writer in 
their own ranks, lest it embarrass and endanger 
their possibilities, may be the very factor to 
make the public alive to the book; which may 
accordingly endow the book with more dynamic 
consequences than it would otherwise have had; 
and which may, stage by stage, enable the 
growth of a more powerful movement against 
the government’s German policy; and then the 
forces of change which they did not wish the 
book to encourage may in fact prevail. That 
could just possibly happen now. Despite all I 
have said about inertia, it could just possibly 
happen as a sequel to the public love of individual 
drama, which every alert editor will now natur- 
ally develop in connection with the book. If 
Lord Russell had not had to resign and there 
had been no element of drama, I doubt whether 
it could have happened. What an odd and sig- 
nificant component in the mechanics of democ- 
racy is indicated by the paradox: that the official 
disclaimer of Lord Russell’s viewpoint can set 
up a process terminating in the overthrow of 
the official position which the disclaimer was 
intended to protect. 

However, if I must take the risk of a proph- 
ecy, I will conclude by admitting that I do not 
expect that the process will work out quite so 
completely at present. Certainly many doors in 
the memory will be opened by The Scourge of 
the Swastika; many of us, in this and other 
countries, will be compelled to reorganize our 
minds and consider once more matters that we 
had half-consciously begun to let slide; there 
will be some necessary doubts and hesitations. 
Even so, my guess is that the unsettling of the 
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SEPTEM 
public inertia will not be far-reaching, intense, But the view of life that makes for a rhythm 
or long-lasting. of give-and-take is also a legitimate and perhaps 
Lest I be misunderstood, I should append one equally magnificent alternative. In Britain we 
more word concerning “inertia,” or the char- have been experimenting with the latter fo 
acter of the inertia that is found in Britain. In some time. The poet Chesterton gave himself 
respect of the particular problem that The and the rest of us a rather complacent pat on 
Scourge of the Swastika or The Belsen Trial the back for it when he said: “We are the secret 

raises, the inertia is lamentable. Yet broadly, people and we have not spoken yet.” Since he " 

RA 


and for all this unfortunate inclusion of cases wrote we have spoken once, during the siege days 
where it better should not apply, the inertia, of 1941 and 1942, and spoke well. The real test toda 
or nonchalance as I have earlier called it, may of the experiment begins now: whether one word themsel 
be a very important protection of collective is all a secret people can produce, or whether we | ¢vetY d 
sanity and represent a conservation of energies. can relapse into our secrecy, with its sport, hu- could 7 
The sustenance of a continued state of alert, the mor, rurality, and stolid contemplativeness, and luded . 
living of life in constant tension, watchfulness, yet still be capable of speaking effectively again devotio: 
and construction, can be a magnificent thing. if and when the need returns. Men Ww: 
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Pra 


by Hayim 


RAYING, one often feels, is a forgotten art 

today even among those who still consider 
themselves pious, and who may pray regularly, 
every day. Possibly there were never men who 
could really pray; perhaps we have merely de- 
luded ourselves that in other times the art of 
devotion was more widespread than it is now. 
Men with the gift of prayer may always have 
been emotional, and for plain people, praying 
may always have been more a matter of routine 
than of immediacy. We find an instructive 
admonition in the Mishnah: “Do not practice 
set prayer”—as much as to say, Avoid making 
your prayer commonplace and mechanical. 
Rabbi Oshaya would have “exempted” from 
prayer any Jew “who found praying burden- 


f some,” who prayed only as a kind of dull duty, 


a conventional act that one did to be rid of 
it, Rabbi and Rabbi Joseph, as the same mishnah 
tells us, went so far as to invalidate the prayer 
of anyone “who could not create some new 
aspect in it”—probably not meaning new words 
or sentences, but the capacity of continually 
bringing to the same ancient, well-known text 
a fresh comprehension and sensitivity. Thus, 
even some of our early sages were already 


} shocked by the stiffness and dullness of prayer 


formulas, and they sought praying men for 
whom every act of prayer was a new, unique 
experience, 


Yet it was easier in olden times to bring one- 
slf to pray. Then, if a man today believes not 
only that there is a God above us, but that He 
can be moved by the power of prayer to lay 
aside His “attribute of anger” and turn to His 


| “attribute of mercy;” if a man has not yet lost 


the sense of the “magical” power of prayer, of 
its hypnotic effect upon the Lord of the Uni- 
verse—why should such a man be inhibited in 
using that power? 

The power of prayer is not, indeed, unlimited, 
nor is it always possible to strike the very mo- 
ment when God is ‘‘accessible” and lets Himself 
be swayed. It is related of Rabbi Hanina ben 
Dosa, for example, that he would often pray 
for sick persons, and in the very act of praying 
he would know for whom his prayer would be 


quem 





This essay, which now appears in English translation 
“l the first time, was written by Hayim Greenberg in 
0. 
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yer 
Greenberg 


accepted, and for whom not: “This one will 
live, that one will die.” He had his signs: if 
the prayer came from his lips smoothly, in a 
flowing stream, he knew it would have effect; 
if not, it was evident that the sick man was 
doomed — or as he put it, metoraf: a “gone 
goose,” as we would say. 

I do not know whether Rabbi Hanina any- 
where explains why his prayer was sometimes 
successful and sometimes failed to register. Was 
it because he himself was not always properly 
attuned to devotion, or because the Almighty 
sometimes showed Himself a poor, insensitive 
“medium”? Yet it was always worth his knock- 
ing on the Heavenly Gates: one could never 
know with certainty when one would succeed * 
and when one would fail. What is important is 
that there be someone there to pray to, and that 
He hearken to prayer and, from time to time, let 
Himself be swayed by it. It is essential that, 
even if only on rare occasions, one be able to 
come “in contact” with God, and that God 
have the capacity to give what one asks of Him. 
Then one is always in a position to think that 
he may strike just such an “hour of grace” as 
that which Rabbi Ishmael ben Elisha described. 
Rabbi Ishmael ben Elisha once went into the 
Holy of Holies to offer up incense, and all at 
once saw the Lord Himself, ““Akatriel Yah, Lord 
of Hosts, sitting on a high and lofty throne.” 
Not only did he see Him, but the apparition 
even approached him with a request: “Ishmael, 
My son, bless Me.” Ishmael didn’t think twice, 
and gave Him a blessing, that His mercy over- 
come His wrath, that kindness rule over His 
attributes, and He treat His children lovingly, 
passing over what is due to Himself. Religious 
experience is full of paradoxes, and it is pointless 
to ask how Rabbi Ishmael dared to be so imper- 
tinent “in the face of Heaven.” Actually, in 
his blessing he had appealed to some power other 
than God, and necessarily higher than God (!), 
to make God a little more humane. But what is 
most significant is the outcome of this act 
which, to a strictly Judaistic mind, was more 
in the nature of sacrilege than of prayer: “And 
He nodded His head to him.” The Ineffable, 
that is, in effect agreed that somewhat more 
tenderness on His part would be good for the 
world. But it makes sense to pray even to such 
a God, though He may need a Rabbi Ishmael to 
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set Him on the path of righteousness, for He 
has the power and capacity to give man what 
he asks of Him, if He only will. 


UT WHAT shall a modern man do, for whom 

such a God no longer exists? What can be 
the purpose of prayer for a man of our time, 
deeply imbued, as we all are, with the scientific 
way of thinking, however great or little may be 
the sum of one’s knowledge? The difficulty was 
well expressed by the Spinozist, Turgenieff, in 
his Poems in Prose, when he said that to pray 
is like saying, “Dear God, do something to make 
two and two not equal four”—that is, break 
the chain of necessary causes progressing by 
eternal, iron laws, break it by some exception, 
by a miracle, au fond, by some act of lawless- 
ness. Alter the immutable Cosmic Order on 
my behalf. If God Himself is bound by an 
eternal system of laws, if He is perhaps no more 
. than that very system (if He is the kind of 
Creator—according to an image of certain early 
Jewish sages, who were of course far from any 
pantheist philosophy — who “consulted the 
Torah” and who governs the world by its un- 
alterable precepts), then what is the use of 
raising one’s arms in prayer, calling to Him for 
help? It would be the same as begging a circle 
to become a square, if only for a moment, to 

suit our convenience. 


But the modern man who is not so “‘atavistic” 
as to believe in the anthropomorphic God of 
his ancestors, or who is without the courage of 
the mystic to make him transcend the bounds 
that scientific method has set down for him, 
generally knows nothing of Spinoza’s God 
either, or of that God-Substance that rests eter- 
nally content in His almighty confinement. A 
man of this kind may have no metaphysical 
sense at all, and his vacuity was once bewaile 
by Bialik in these verses: 


Behold, about and within me 

Is darkness, dear friend, is darkness; 
Behold, about and within me 
Desolation, dear friend, desolation. 


With darkness and desolation all about and 
within, one cannot pray: “As for me—a dead 
heart, and lips that no longer can pray—” But 
if such a one will nevertheless pray, it is with 
“lips wilting in prayer.” 


[N EuceNneE O’NEm’s praMa Dynamo, young 

Reuben Light, the scion of generations of Prot- 
estant clergymen, ceased to believe in the God of 
his fathers. He became completely fixated upon 
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the world of modern technology, specifically 
upon electricity: electric power was Everything 
Eternity, the source and secret of Existence 
However, gradually he brought over into his 
atheism that organic piety that he could neve 
uproot from his soul, and he became the mystic 
of physics: he transferred his sense of awe to the 
electric dynamo, and the hydroelectric plant ip 
his little Connecticut town became his divine 
Temple. At a moment of crisis, when his mothe 
dies, he prostrates himself before the dynamo, 
and a desperate prayer bursts convulsively from 
him to the mysterious power that animates the 
machine. But his prayer is of no avail. In a ft 
of insanity, he shoots his sweetheart and then 
puts an end to his own life. O’Neil is no sadist; 
he would certainly let his hero live, if he could, 
But Reuben no longer has anything to live for: 
there is no true God any more. Electricity 
Twentieth century man is terrified to discover 
that atheism has driven him back into fetishistic 
idolatry. Reuben Light wants to pray, but ha 
no one to pray to. He tries to pray to somewhat 
instead of someone, but the what is deaf and 
dumb. The praying man, in hysteria, finds him. 
self suddenly alone, at the mercy of un-God, 
in the jungle, and no way leading from the 
jungle to civilization—nor would it help if there 
were such a way anywhere, for there is no “civ- 
ilization,” either. . . 

A new profession has sprung up recently in 
New York, one poignantly characteristic of our 
time: the profession of listeners — men and 
women whose job consists in listening. For a 


sit quietly, attentively and listen to whatever 
you may wish to tell about yourself—all you 
failures, difficulties, doubts, and despairs, all your 
mental confusions and spiritual agonies. They 
offer no consolation nor counsel, they do not 
undertake to “cure” anyone nor foretell the fu- 
ture. They are unusual postal clerks who receive 
from you unaddressed lyrical letters, letters not 
to be-delivered anywhere, nor ever to be an- 
swered. 

There exists a perpetual need for soul-out- 
pouring—not to friends, parents, wives of 
one’s beloved, but to a strange, unknown, anony- 
mous “thou,” because only to such a one can 
the most fateful, the ultimate intimacies be = 
trusted. Those who no longer have any addres 
for the metaphysical Anonymity, find the ad- 
dress of a “substitute” in some newspaper adver- 
tisement. 





[N EVERY CIVILIZATION, however advanced ot 
backward it may be, there exist (sometime 
simultaneously) both sublime and profane level 
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of religious awareness, and similarly, various 
stages of prayer. The Zulu issues ultimata to 
his idol: “Help me, or I’ll see you die of starva- 
tion.” The prayer and sacrifices he offers to 
his spirits are no more than a crude commercial 
transaction. Whoever cares to may console him- 
gif with the thought that the Zulu is a pagan, 
and that all pre-monotheistic religions were, 
morally, aesthetically, and intellectually, on a 
very low level. But such an explanation would 
be an unjustified generalization. Pagan cults had 
their own experssions of sublimity. When a 
pagan tribesman in the Indian Himalayas ad- 
dresses to that god whom he holds the greatest 
of all gods this brief prayer: “God, we know 
not what is for our good; you know better 
than we what is good for us; do, then, that 
which to your knowledge is the best,” his prayer 
ison same lofty plane as the noble verse in the 
Jewish Siddur: “And put it in my heart to do 
Thy will, and decree Thy good decrees upon me.” 
Confronted with the prayer of the ancient Az- 
tecs (undoubtedly a highly civilized people com- 
pared to the Zulus, but still idolaters possessed 
of entire pyramids of superstitions), “God of 
mercy, may the suffering you have sent upon 
us free us of wickedness and of vanities,” one 
feels impelled to say to all the contemporary 
Christian (and Jewish) advocates of pure pray- 
er, prayer that is wholly trust and entirely free 
of petition, that basically they have said noth- 
ing new: great though anonymous, thinkers of 
old pagan civilizations conceived this very 
thought before them. When Plato composed his 
noble prayer: “King Zeus, grant us the good, 
whether we pray for it or not, and take from us 
the evil, even if we yearn to have it,” the found- 
ation upon which he built was an existing, if 
not very prominent, element in the pagan folk- 
lore of his people. On the other hand, ‘“mono- 
theistic” Christianity is full of so-called peti- 
tionary prayers, and our own Jewish Siddur can- 
not boast that it contains no prayer-petitions, 
in the narrow sense, trying to obtain from God 
special boons, which He, as it were, is not pre- 
nity to grant unless “influence” is brought to 
ear. 


UDDHISM is, in some respects, the most not- 

able of world religions. No other religion 
can compare with the Buddhist doctrine in re- 
finement of thought and metaphysical imagina- 
tion. Classical Buddhism is freer from anthro- 
pomorphic conceptions than any other religion, 
and its cogency of structure is beyond compare. 
But there was never a religious system in the 
entire history of man which could be “guar- 
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anteed” against decadence and vulgarization. 
The Tibetan Buddhists, the so-called ““Lamaists,” 
are a shocking example of the decline of a reli- 
gion. They strongly believe in the efficacy of 
prayer, and above all of quantities of prayer: 
the more prayer, and the more often, the better 
for the salvation of the human soul. But day 
has not enough hours nor can lips move rapidly 
enough to perform the necessary number of 
acts of prayer. Hence in a country of ex- 
treme technical backwardness, they invented a 
sort of “motorized” praying. Pious Lamaists in 
Tibet use a prayer-wheel, a mechanical device, 
which, when wound up, ejects on behalf of who- 
ever has set the machine thousands upon thou- 
sands of paper slips, with the pious inscription, 
“The diamond of the lotus, Amen.” Whatever 
number of slips the apparatus produces, so many 
are the prayers credited to that person on the 
particular day. Prayer has thus been trans- 
formed into a kind of debt settlement, with no 
relation to the praying man’s own experience, 
or to any psychic process or act whatever. 


But Tibet need not feel ashamed even in com- 
parison with so highly civilized a country as the 
United States. Some time ago there existed a 
Protestant “Bible Institute” in Pittsburgh with 
a large staff of professional praying men, ready 
at any time, upon telephoned or telegraphed 
orders, to obtain (or try to) by prayer whatever 
any client desired. Among the recorded orders, 
theer were all kinds of needs and requirements: 
to pass an examination, win a lawsuit, heal a 
sore finger, get a good maid, rent a house on 
good terms, get rid of an undesirable boarder, 
and so on. A similar Catholic organization for 
prayer “‘on order” existed in the United States 
(perhaps it still does) and, as I read in James 
Bisset Pratt’s instructive study of religious psy- 
chology, it received almost five million letters 
from its “‘clients” in the month of August 1919, 
asking to be prayed for. The difference between 
Tibet and America in this respect is not great. 
The desecration (and mechanization) of prayer 
is identical. 


Emerson once chanced to attend a solemn 
“divine service” in Boston at which the preacher 
went all out in an effort to induce God to send 
rain, abundant rain — the longer and heavier 
the better. His locality was suffering a dry 
spell at the time. After the service was over, 
Emerson approached him and said, “I do not 
like public scenes, as a rule, but this time I 
strongly felt like causing a disturbance during 
the service. You see, I live in Concord now, 
and if God should really hearken to your prayer 
and send as much rain as you asked for it may 
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be good for you, but we'll have a flood. What 
have I done to deserve that?” 

I mention this incident, because modern Prot- 
estantism has begun to question more and more 
strongly the right and the meaning of praying 
for specific benefits. What sense is there, some 
ask (or have long asked), in praying for a 
particular benefaction from a just and omnis- 
cient God who knows everything every individ- 
ual creature needs in any case? They also ask, 
what is God expected to do about the multitude 
of our individual and collective prayers, so many 
of which are mutually contradictory? Whose 
prayer should He give preference? Because of 
such reflections, liberal Protestantism tends more 
and more to eliminate the element of “petition” 
from prayer: prayer is not to have practical re- 
sults as its aim; it is to be simply “communica- 
tion,” devotion, reuniting oneself with the 
whole; its aim is to be a subjective, not an ob- 
jective one—self-purification, consecration, the 
cleansing and making whole of one’s self, the 
achievement of resignation unmixed with bit- 
terness, of joyous submission to whatever must 
come, of absolute trust. 

I am by no means certain that the theologians 
of this school are correct in their views. It may 
be that “petition” has a place of its own in 
prayer, and will continue to have a place in the 
future, too. But the times are certainly more 
favorable to a conception of religion whose 
prayerbooks exclude such supplications as are 
intended to “get something” out of the Al- 
mighty. 


HEN MEN RECOVER the gift of prayer (I say 

“when” advisedly, and not “if”), they will 
no doubt pray only to an anonymous, quite un- 
known God, a God without attributes and be- 
yond understanding. Any God that submits to 
definition or description, that allows himself to 
be compressed within a theological or philosophi- 
cal formula, will then belong to the dead past, 
preserved only in a museum, together with the 
deities of Assyria, Egypt and Greece. The old 
ban, “Ye shall make you no idols,” you shall 
create no image of God, will be given a wider 
extension. It will then apply not only to painted 
and sculptured images, but to the “portraits” of 
the Divinity contained in the various theological 
systems, no matter how spiritualized and ethi- 
cally sublime they may be. 

It was not simply a meaningless circumstance 
that, many years before Jewish theologians in 
the Middle Ages began to grapple with the 
difficulty of God’s attributes, there was a rabbi 
(could he have been the only one of his time?) 
who apparently was shocked by any definition 
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of God. Once, when prayer was offered up 
the rostrum in Rabbi Hanina’s presence, th 
prayer leader recited the chain of God’s title. 
““Hael hagadol hagibor vehanora ha’adir veheg. 
zus vehayarui, hehazak veha’amity vehavady 
vehanibbad”—Great God, mighty and awesome 
powerful and terrible, etc. (I will not under. 
take to translate all these glorifications into an. 
other language.) When he was finished, Rabb; 
Hanina asked him with irony and resentment: 
“Are these all the praises you have to offer your 
Lord in Heaven? Even the three titles of glor. 
ification that we regularly use in our prayer 
(Great, Mighty and Awesome), ought never to 
be uttered by our lips if it were not that we 
find them used by Moses in the Bible and if 
they had not been established in our Order of 
Prayer by the Men of the Great Synagogue: yet 
here come you and add praises of your own, 
Imagine if a flesh and blood monarch possessed 
a store of a thousand sacks of gold, would on 
praise him by extolling the sacks of silver in 
his treasury? What would this be but to insult 
him?” 

Even then Rabbi Hanina felt that any def- 
nition (or “praise”) of God was a falsification, 
a dwarfing and a desecration of His name. There 
is profound significance in the fact that one of 
God’s titles is simply “The name,” she one, 
unique name that, fundamentally, is no name at 


all. 


AA procressiveE Christian theologian of our 
time, trying to prove to a skeptic the effec- 
tiveness of prayer, once said. “What makes 
you think God does not answer man’s prayers? 
He always answers, and His answer, according 
to circumstances or according to His will, is one 
of three: Yes; No; or Wait.” This was un- 
doubtedly a clever gambit on the part of the 
theologian: he set up a kind of lottery in which 
he could never lose. Were one to assume that 
God listens to and heeds everything any man asks 
of Him, then whatever happened afterwards 
could be interpreted as an answer to the prayer. 
Either the request is granted, or God refuses it, 
knowing that to do so would be to the detriment 
of the man himself or of his fellowmen, or 
finally, He postpones granting it to some future 
time. In any case, the prayer is never ignored. 
There is a point of view from which one can 
dispense with all three answers and still believe 
that prayer is effective, and has its pragmatic 
value. If a man’s prayer is genuine and offered 
in sincerity, it has an effect, first of all, upon 
himself. He cannot alter the Cosmic Order by 
his prayer, he cannot break through the chain 
of law and necessity that binds natural event 
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Man remaineth forever,’ 
depart, generations rise and vanish, but Mankind 
lives eternally. In a transient world, it is the 
only truly spiritual and eternal Reality. Comte 
transformed Humanity from an empirical to a 
purely metaphysical concept, and declared it to 
be the possible object of religious worship and 
religious tension. He replaced God with his con- 
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and bring about a miracle, but he can inte- 
grate, OF reintegrate, himself in the general 
scheme of existence and events, and thus obtain 
wccor for his need. If a man’s two legs have 
heen amputated he knows. quite well that no 
matter how much he may pray, new legs will 
not grow on the stumps. But prayer may give 
him the strength to live in harmony (or in 
greater harmony) with himself and with the 
world, even without legs. Through prayer he 
has the power to “de-egocentrize” himself (if 
| may use so barbarous an expression), and 
achieve a state of reconciliation with his fate. 
Through prayer he may sometimes discover in 
himself such hidden or dormant sources of 
delight in and gratitude for his very existence 
as will geatly compensate him for his loss. 

One of the aspects of prayer, undoubtedly, is 
just this turning to oneself, this navigation of 
the depths of one’s own so largely unexpected 
soul, this discovery of strata of our own being 
with which there is hardly any contact in 
daily, diffuse living. Traditional believers, too, 
whether they know it or not, pray not only 
to God but to themselves as well. Prayer to 
oneself is certainly answered, more often so 
than we may imagine. There are (and have been 
through the ages) thousands of trustworthy, 
living witnesses to testify to that. Everyone of 
us, at bottom, is potentially his own witness to 
it, as Emerson discovered through his personal 
experience. 


PrrHars I am mistaken. It is possible that the 
future may hold several parallel developments 
of religion, including one trend based on a God 
“with a name”—not an anonymous God. The 
physicist-metaphysician Fechner has suggested 
such a conception. Like Auguste Comte, he was 
a religious man, and both the French philosopher 
and the Leipzig scientist sought an empirical, 
naturalistic basis for their piety. But Comte im- 
prisoned himself within the bounds of Human- 
ity. For him mankind was (or was presumed 
to be) the Absolute, the same supreme and 
normative Substance that is meant by “God” 


in theistic religion. His entire religious phil- 
osophy could be epitomized in this sentence: 


“Generation cometh and generation goeth, but 
> Individuals come and 


it} cept of le Grande Etre (the Great Being) the 
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eternal creativity of the human species, in whose 
name temples were to be erected and to whom 
one should also pray. Comte permitted himself 
to ignore so bold a fact as that the history of 
the world has vast stretches of time—billions 
upon billions of years—when his absolute sub- 
stance simply did not yet exist, and that there 
may still come other periods in which the crea- 
ture whom he deifies will no longer exist; that: 
the universe itself, in its present form, may be 
obliterated. He did not care to think that, 
from a broader view, the entire human species 
is a mere episode, and that it would be utterly 
senseless to address prayer to an episode. 
Fechner, however, realized the ‘human, all- 
too-human,” the extremely relative aspects of 
all such constructions as Comte’s. He tried to 
find a new foundation for his religiosity in a 
pantheistic conception of his own: he sought an 
Archimedean point to which prayer might be 
addressed. At one stage in his thought, he found 
it quite a “simple” matter, after all. Everything 
in the universe (apart from the universe itself, 
as the totality of all existence) is both part of 
something greater, and also something whole in 
and to itself. A cell is part of an organ, but 
each cell is a living, individual being with con- 
sciousness, with pleasure and pain. An organ 
is part of an organism, but each organ is itself 
a cosmos with its own fate and destiny. A hu- 
man individual is part of Mankind, but also a 
being existing entirely in his own right. Man- 
kind as a whole is both an individual entity, and 
a part, or “member” of a greater “body,” the 
organic world. The organic world is, on the 
one hand, an “individual” with individual con- 
sciousness, and on the other hand part of Earth; 
which in turn is, in itself, a living organism, and 
a “member” of a greater “body”, the solar sys- 
them. There are many, many stellar galaxies, 
each constituting a part, or “organ,” of an 
encompassing Universe: this alone is no longer 
part of something else, but the first and last 
thing, the all-embracing Being of Beings. To 
this Being, conscious, eternally willing and cre- 
ating, Fechner held, one can and should offer 
prayer. Does it hear our prayer? Certainly! 
Fechner even offers an illustration to prove it: 
When I, Fechner, have a sore finger, it is the 
pain of the finger as an individual that trans- 
mits “telegraphic” signals through the nervous 
system to “me,” the greater individual, report- 
ing its pain. This is the finger’s prayer to Fech- 
ner, and it is effective prayer, or at least it may 
be. In its externals, certainly in its terminology, 
Fechner’s religious principle remains naturalistic 
—a sort of neo-biology raised to the level of 
metaphysics. But his “‘cosmism” is far broader, 
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and far less liable to endow the relative with 
absolute attributes than Comte’s “humanism,” 
the religion of humanity and of prayer to the 
spirit of mortal flesh. 


HUs IT IS NOT INCONCEIVABLE that even for 

the liberal religious belief of the future there 
will exist not only the absolute anonymous 
Deity, but also a recognition of a sort of cosmic 
divinty as conceived by Fechner, and that prayer 
to such a Divinity may well have a greater 
emotional significance than Fechner himself 
imagined. On the other hand, who can tell? 
It may turn out that for all the knowledge we 
now possess and may still acquire, the Cosmos 
may become no less obscure, no less anonymous 
than He whom Jews call “The Name,” because 
it is impossible to suit Him with any appro- 
priate name. 


When one reads the New Testament, one gets 
the impression that in his last moments Jesus 
weakened and yielded to the urge of “‘petition- 
ary” prayer. He ventured to pray to our Father 
in Heaven to let the destined cup of suffering 
pass from him. Then, as though he recalled 
that Almighty God foreknew what was to hap- 
pen anyway, he closed his prayer with con- 
trition: ““Thy will be done,” whatever it might 
be and whithersoever it might lead. 


I note a similar attitude to prayer in a Tzaddik 
of our own time. In Rabbi Abraham Isaac 
Hacoen Kook’s writings, we find the following 
conception of prayer: ““When one’s intention is 
to request some thing in prayer, one must take 
care that the intention (kavanah) be to remove 
evil and darkness from the world and increase 
goodness and light, the fullness of the Divine 
life, so that when it manifests itself, it will not 
merely fill a particular lack alone but supply 
all lacks and repair all flaws whatsoever—for as 
our soul is large, our desire is precisely the final 
and the absolute perfection.” The meaning of 
Rabbi’s Kook’s formula is that if one prays and 
has in mind a request he wishes to make of God, 
his “intention” should be directed not to defi- 
nite, concrete petitions that may be beneficial 
-to some but harmful to others, good today and 
bad tomorrow; his “intention” should be to 
“remove evil and darkness from the world and 
increase goodness and light, the fullness of the 
Divine life.” Rabbi Kook instructs us to pray 
essentially for the world’s perfection, its redemp- 
tion from conflict, or, in other words, for the 
realization, as speedily as may be, of God’s 
will. Let “not my will but Thy will’ be done. 
To pray so is at bottom to supplicate without 
soliciting. 
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WHAT THE ZADDIK OF GER 
SAID TO THE PRIME MINISTER 0; 
GREAT BRITAIN* 


I. 


]F a million angels 
Fell on that reeking land 
With a million wrecking 
Swords in their hands, 
That would be a wonder, but no miracle: 


They would be no strangers 
To Nature or His Will 
Who bade the waves incarnadine, 
Lungs be Red-Sea-filled 
Of the pursuing host that wished his peopk 
ill. 


—Yet childed his exulting ones for Adulst. 
ing Him: 

“My creatures drowning in the deep, and 
you sing!” 


II. 


Bvt if a million soldiers 
Billowed down the sky 
With parachutes for halos 
And vengeance in their eye, 
That would be no wonder, but a miracle. 


Not that you who shrugged 
At His people’s gasping 
Should descend like justice 
From the hilltops, flashing 
To burn away the evil, like a heap of swil 


—But that He should see this thing, and 
never say a word: 


There’s the miracle of God, awful and 


absurd! 


Jacob Sloan 








* When Churchill consulted the wonder-working Ch 
sidic rabbi about the best way to defeat the Nazis. Thi 
poem is based on a story current in the Warsaw Ghetto it 
1942, as reported by Emmanuel Ringelblum in his diary: 
The Zaddik is said to have replied: “There are two ways 
one a natural way, the other a supernatural way...” 
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Two Legends 


by David Miller 


N’ THESE ARE two legends concerning Israel 
ben Eliezer, called Master of the Name, who 
in the 18th century founded the hassidic move- 
ment... 

~ 5 

It happened that a disciple of Israel ben 
Eliezer wished to be with him on the Day of 
Atonement. On the evening before the day 
that descends into the Atonement, the disciple set 
out, and he rode the entire night that he might 
arrive in the early morning at the home of the 
Master of the Name. When dawn broke the 
disciple was no more than a mile from his des- 
tination, and he said to himself: “I am already 
close at hand; the horse is tired; surely no harm 
can come of it if I unharness the animal and 
let it rest until I have recited the morning 
prayer.” This he did. But when the morning 
prayer was ended the disciple felt the need for 
sleep, having driven through the night, and he 
said: “Indeed no harm will come of it if I lie 
down to sleep for a while, and meantime the 
horse can pasture in the field.” Thinking thus, 
the disciple lay down to sleep; and he slept 
through the entire day; for when he woke it 
was already dusk and the Atonement had begun; 
nor was there time any longer to reach the 
town. When the disciple saw what had occurred 
he felt anguish; he had gone to great pains to 
spend the day in the presence of the Master; and 
now everything had been undone through his 
own folly. But since the thing had come about, 
and could not be remedied, the disciple observed 
the Day in the open field. 

On the next night, when the Atonement was 
ended, the disciple rode on into the town where 
he told his Master what had taken place. But 
Israel ben Eliezer smiled when he heard the tale, 
and he said to that disciple: “You were not 
at fault. That which transpired was so decreed. 
For the field in which you spent the day was 
once a gathering place of the people in this 
town. To it, in moments of sorrow or of hope, 
the people would go; there in the beauty of that 
Place they would meditate on their desires. Thus 
the field became so saturated with human hope 
and longing that every leaf and blade of grass 
grew burdened with them. It was needful that 
one such as you should come, and gather all 
those aspirations unto himself on the eve of an 
Atonement Day—carrying them with him, after 


the Atonement, back into the world of men 
where they could seek fulfillment. . .” 


2 


Now ruis 1s what took place in that same 
town on the Atonement Day of the follow- 
ing year... 

That which happened came to pass when the 
service of the morning drew to a close, and the 
time arrived for the Musaph, which is the con- 
tinuation of the service. It was an established 
custom that the one among the disciples who 
always recited the continuation was David Pir- 
kess. Nevertheless, on this Day, when the por- 
tion was reached, the Master called out: “Who 
will recite the continuation?” The question 
aroused great wonder in those who heard it, it 
being well-known that the continuation had 
been recited each year by David Pirkess. Yet 
no one wished to remind the Master, since no 
one could understand the reason for the ques- 
tion nor the purpose that was behind it. Then 
the Master called out again: “Who will recite 
the continuation?” This time also no one an- 
swered him, for it seemed to everyone that the 
answer was already known, above all to the 
Master himself. But the Master repeated the 
question so many times that at length one among 
the people replied: ‘“‘Master, it is your disciple 
David Pirkess who always recites the continua- 
tion...” 

When Israel ben Eliezer heard the reply, he 
at once began to upbraid David Pirkess as 
though he were unworthy to conduct a portion 
of the service; and turning to his disciple, he 
spoke to him with disparagement, saying: “You, 
David, you? Will you recite the continuation? 
Are you worthy?” This continued for many 
minutes during which the Master never ceased 
to berate him for a single moment; and the 
people listened, sorrowing; for they could not 
understand why the Master should demean a 
man in this fashion—any man—and above all 
one so fine as this one who was both saint and 
scholar. Still they held their peace, even though 
they could not understand the matter. Yet their 
sympathy went out in silence to David Pirkess, 
since they could not abandon him, out of their 
affection for him, despite the manner in which 
the Master appeared to cast him down. 

At length the Master ceased to berate his di- 
sciple and he said to him: “Well, so be it. David 
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Pirkess is not worthy. But let him ascend the 
dais and recite the continuation.” At these final 
words concerning his unworthiness, David Pir- 
kess felt his spirit breaking. He believed that his 
Master had discerned some great iniquity in 
him; and he made his way to the dais with tear- 
filled eyes. When he stood there finally, at the 
prayer lectern, his thoughts were so heavy within 
him that all the contrition, all the longing, and 
all the aspiration that he contained poured from 
him and filled to overflowing each word that he 
recited. And those who heard him, wept; for 
each felt embraced within the words of David 
Pirkess; until the hearts of all those within that 
place rose and stood, each heart within its word. 

When that Day ended the people gathered in 
the home of Israel ben Eliezer, as was their cus- 
tom, and asked him why he had first denounced 
his disciple and then had sent him, broken in 
spirit, to recite the continuation. And the Mas- 
ter answered: “The thing that took place, took 
place in this manner: during the weeks pre- 
ceding the Atonement, David Pirkess prepared 
himself with great fervor for the recital of the 
continuation. It was his intention, throughout 
this period of his preparation, that when he stood 
before the people he would storm the heavens 
with such passion—even to the peril of his own 
life—that he would tear fulfillment of all men 
out of the hands of God. Now I knew that 
there was great danger in all this. First, because 
the nature of his preparation was such, being 
a matter of excessive fast and penance, that his 
weakened body might not have been able to 
remain steadfast; and in his weakness, due to 
the exhaustion of his body, he might have sunk 
into a despondency out of which no redeeming 
word could have ascended. 

“And further,” the Master continued, “I saw 
grave danger in his desire to achieve mankind’s 
redemption single-handed. For we have all seen, 
and it has been a bitter experience among us, 
that those who single-handed seek to herald 
man’s redemption often bring great sorrow upon 
the people; since after them, there at times come 
those who single-handed seek to present them- 
selves as mankind’s redeemer; and the people, 
following blindly, are led astray. Now it must 
be understood that neither on the Day of Atone- 
ment nor on any other day can the sins and 
sorrows, not even the hope and aspiration, of 
the people be taken upon himself by any one 
man. No one can achieve man’s completion by 
himself. For the coming of the fulfillment is 
continuous, even as creation is continuous — 
never-ending. It cannot be the matter of a 
single day, nor of a single man. 

“Knowing what was taking place in the mind 
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of David Pirkess, accordingly, and thinking to 
tear from him his desire to take all the peo- 
ple upon his back unaided, thus achieving their 
completion alone, unaided—I broke the hear 
of my true disciple. I shattered his spirit by 
making him believe that he was unworthy t 
take any man’s burden upon himself, that h¢ 
was unworthy to bring down fulfillment, r. 
gardless of all his preparation. Then, having 
aroused this feeling of unworthiness in him, | 
sent him before the lectern, not that he might 
do battle for others by himself, but that his own 
need might compel him to turn to others, seek. 
ing the strength that exists in them, adding hi 
own to theirs out of a desire for their help. 
“In this spirit my disciple stood before the 
lectern, pouring out his human need so fully 
that all who heard him heard themselves in him: 
and each man saw in the words of this discipk 
those words that he himself longed to utter, and 
often could not. Listening thus, feeling thus 
each person within that place sent up his yearn- 
ing that it might stand beside the longing tha 
poured from David Pirkess, until all human 
hopes stood beside him on that dais. Thus the 
unquenchable power to hope, burning in every’ 
human being, ascended the dais, entering int 





David Pirkess, so that he contained within him. 
self every human soul within that place. Joined 
in unity, with soul accepting soul, with strength 










added unto strength, all rose together—helij’ 


enmeshed in the ascending words uttered in 
David’s recital of the continuation. And 50 i 
came about that all those who had assembled 
together, through their now united strength 
laid down a path along which man’s fulfillmen 
could move forward by one single step—stand 
ing closer by one single step—to the people of 
of whose substance the substance of fulfillmer’ 
is derived. . .” 
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Refuge or Redemption 


{An Imaginary Conversation) 


by Zalman Shazar 


Scene: Within a Tavern at Regensburg, a city in 
Germany. 
Time: During the year 1531, before the Princes 
of Germany assemble to meet their Emper- 
or, Charles V. 
DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

RaBBI JOSEPH BEN GERSHON LOANZ of Russhein 
in Alsace; aged 54. 

RasBst SHLOMO MotcHo (aforetime a marrano 
named Don Diego Pires) of Lisbon in Portugal; 
aged 31. 

“In the year 5292 (1531 C.E.) I was required 
to appear once again before His Gracious Majesty 
the Emperor on the occasion of the gathering in 
the city of Regensburg, in order to stand on guard 
for Israel; and the Lord was with us, and delivered 
us in those days likewise from the accusations of 
the princes and the nobles, so that we might obtain 
a livelihood amid the Gentiles; through money-lend- 
ing. Now in those days came that man of strange 
tongue, the righteous proselyte named Rabbi Shlomo 
Molka may he rest in Eden, with outlandish 
thoughts of rousing the Emperor; saying that he 
came to summon all the Jews to go to war against 
the Turk. And when I heard what was rising in 
his mind I wrote him a letter warning him not to 
rouse the Emperor’s heart lest the great fire con- 
sume him; and I withdrew from the city of Regens- 
burg in order that the Emperor might not say I 
aided him in this work of his through outlandish 
thoughts. But when he came to the Emperor he 
was shackled in irons; and they led him away to the 
city of Bologna where he was burnt, to hallow the 
Name and the faith of Israel; and he removed many 
from evil-doing. His soul be stored in the Garden 
of Eden.” 

From The Memorabilia of Rabbi Joseph Joselmann 


Rabbi Joseph: On behalf of our congregation and 
their heads, 
And in the name of our brethren in this land 
Who stand before calamity, 
I come to you to plead—and reason, Rabbi. 
Rabbi Shlomo: Elder, you come betimes. Salvation 
is not ripe. 
The night is not yet past; the morning star 
gleams faintly. 
We bring you nothing but annunciation, 
We bring the tidings of a Savior near. 
Rabbi Joseph: For this we always pray—God grant 
the merit! 
Yet for the present, Rabbi, I beseech you, 
Take heed. You are a stranger in this city, 
Its laws to you unknown. You may unwitting 
Stray from the tried true road. 
But I grew old in these, our princes’ nets. 


Our people’s anguish never left my heart, 
So I have come to plead with you, entreating 
That you take heed, and hearken to our counsel. 
Rabbi Shlomo: Counsel is God’s, Whose grace may 
surely fall 
On citizen, on stranger, both at home 
And in strange parts as well. But what calamity 
Approaches, and what counsel 
Do you, the Elder, bring? 
Rabbi Joseph: Your good report, your visionary 
words 
Have reached even us, and wrought their bless- 
ing here. 
And may our God requite your righteousness. 
And yet our people’s need, the secrets of the 
Exile 
Are deeper than the sea, and no new man 
May comprehend them, great though his 
knowledge be, 
Even though he seek to plumb beyond all depth. 
And so I pray you, heed an old man’s words 
Long tried in Exile-wisdom. Evil has come 
already 
To many another land. In Spain and Italy, 
The Southlands all and in the low Country 
The Tabernacle of Israel is fallen. 
The light of congregations is extinguished, 
The Torah’s voice is brought to silence there, 
And darkness hides the few remaining faithful. 
And they that thirst for pure blood lie in wait 
For each Marrano hiding in the shade 
And trembling like a fallen driven leaf. 
To you I need not tell the sufferings 
Of those who now lie captive to the foe. 
Yet Israel’s Guardian shows His Loving 
kindness 
And leaves these German cities as our refuge. 
In this land too we suffer it is true, 
And many the expulsions in my lifetime, 
Yet many more I caused to be annulled. 
Blest be His Name, there still are congregations, 
Many and splendid where the candle burns, 
The timeold light of Israel, where our brethren 
Dwell; traffick and trade and make their meagre 
livings, 
And, without hiding, praise the Most High God 
Because some ruler shields us with his grace. 
Woe to the one who touches such a grace. 
He knocks our very last support away... 
Rabbi Shlomo: Truly, such is the nature of the 
Exile, 
And Exile’s shape is one the whole world over. 
And Israel’s honor rests with men unclean, 
While Jacob’s shepherds wait upon their grace. 
Yet who now comes to break the shepherd’s 
quiet? 








Rabbi Joseph: This time the flame is kindled from 


within — 5; ; 
Although these men be holy, pure their seeking, 
Yet they forget how life is lived in Exile, 
Because they have not known the wrath of 
kings. 
But this we know too well, yes, far too well. 
By grace of lords we live, lost in their shadow 
As long as we seek no aggrandizement. 
Such is the first rule, and it has a fellow: 
No stranger must be told our holy mission. 
Assuredly we all bow down and pray 
That God may once again be merciful 
And gather His dispersed and in His time 
Avenge His servants’ blood. 
Yet God forbid that ever we should whisper 
Of these our hopes to strangers from without. 
And sevenfold forbid a whisper reach 
Of these our longings to the ruler-ears .. . 
What ruler would not rage? Even their most 
righteous 
Would turn on us in fury, rend our flock. 
Innocent blood would then be shed, all lost 
Because of those who prodded Satan’s ire. 
So let their ruler think our hope forgotten 
And sweetly think that he has vanquished Jacob, 
Sweetly so thinking while he still protects us... 
While deep within our hearts, far from strange 
__ eyes, 
Shielded by rulers who so shade their servants, 
We nurse our hope and feed the glowing coal 
Until the day of Shiloh come. 
Yes, such is Exile’s wisdom; so it served us. 
If we turn from it, then destruction gapes. 
And now these holy who would speed the End 
Propose to try God, coming before the ruler 
Revealing all to him, our utmost hopes, 
To him, this alien ruler and his lords 
On whom our lives depend, our children and 
our wives... 
Then flame will burst forth, gouts of awesome 
fire 
Consuming what is left of Jacob, 
Therefore I come here, uncertain, apprehensive, 
Entreating you that no such dread befall... 


Rabbi Shlomo: Is this your fear? Are we the 


unnamed peril? 
O, good and faithful Elder, for Israel grieving, 
You cannot know, 
Who is this unknown against whom you cry. 
True, I am newly come, much hidden from me, 
And sins of youth lie heavy on my path; 
But well I know each sorry jot and tittle 
Of all this ‘“Exile-wisdom” you propound. 
These “secrets” were my childhood’s bitter 
bread. 
I bear the wounds of Exile in my soul. 
I also know this cure for I, too, wore the mask. 
Like to your counsel was my father’s house: 
There every thought concealed, and here a 
glimpse revealed! 
Then what’s the gain, Marrano, not Marrano, 
Our sole hope hid, or God’s name hid as well. 
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Exile is one, and one are all its counsels. 

And yet—at last learn this: 

This hidden lord of mine, here in the camp 
with me, 

Rejects the guile of Exile, cannot wear its mask, 

He will not bend the knee, deny the truth, 

Nor lower the pride of Jacob to the dust, — 

For He is a branch unbent of noble stock 

Left by our God upon that bitter day 

When He our stronghold broke, while the 
Shechina mourned 

As he dispersed His sons amid the nations. 

Then too the God of Mercy tempered His full 
purpose. 

He set apart one tribe, kept for another fate; 

To go into the wilderness and guard the ancient 
radiance 

Till the day of promise come—and then stand 
in the breach. 

So Elder, hear the tidings, before you go 

Back to your congregations... 

That day draws near. A star is sped from Jacob, 

That star reserved whose shining is not dimmed, 

And whose first light as on the First Day gleams, 

Hark to this, Elder, tell your congregations 

Why we have come, approaching lord and 
monarch: 

To redeem Israel! 


Rabbi Joseph: And I—to save and rescue! 
God has not chosen to reveal to me 
His secrets, nor can I prophesy, 
For He has never granted me that grace. 
I can but stand upon the watch, endeavoring 
To ward the evil off, or later ease it. Still I see 
That, like a serpent, calamity 
May thrust into the open. The furbished sword 
Is at the very throat. Our foes have all 
Conspired together against my congregations. 
On Great Silesia and martyred Brandenburg 
And on the Jews of Alsace falls their wrath; 
There is no shield, saving this Emperor 
To whom we both are come... 
I pray you, tell your lord, that he may know 
What lies ahead, and then go make his choice 
Between the courses: Either he leave the city 
While I go to the Emperor, entreating 
His mercy, and may be God will aid 
And mend his heart so that I will deliver 
The congregations at whom the shaft now 

points. 
Or let him choose instead to seal his ears 
And take the sweet of dream rather than aid 
The sufferings of the people . . . Then Iet him go 
To the king’s palace, let his words destroy 
With knowledge and aforethought. None 
gainsaying, 

The foes will rage unchecked, 
And hapless thousands more will then be added 
To other thousands, and the chain 
Of drivings-forth will grow by added links 
While this last refuge of a forlorn people 
Will also be destroyed and overwhelmed . . 
These are two courses, and there are no others 
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Now if thy hidden master be indeed 

God’s chosen sharing all his people’s straits, 
He will know which to choose. Once more 

I beg he heed the sobbing plea 

Of a tried intercessor who implores 

For many, many by destruction faced. 

Let him flee from the town; you go with him. 


Rabbi Shlomo: ‘The redeemer flee! Is only this the 
counsel 
You bring, faithful warden and emissary of the 
Exile! 


Is this the wretched course our people beg, 

This their sole comfort—not to disturb their 
couching 

But to forsake the battlefield and flee! 

That darkness rule without a spark of hope, 


The fist hold sway on all, the world be turned i : 


by falsehood, 

While in the lion’s claws God’s one, own Lamb 

Hangs quivering, dumb, forsaken .. . 

With Heaven’s Name besmirched. 

And in the smoldering pyre of our past honor 

For final shame, some sorry broken handfuls 

Will grovel, plucked from the flame, bought off 

By harlot’s pay, secretly nibbling 

And gnawing on their usury unnoted. 

O, Elder in strange lands, is this your vision? 

For this you seek to drive out the Redeemer? 

Deliver congregations? Seek assurance 

Under the wings of princes! Have you not 
learned by now 

There’s no assurance, none, not one, in Exile! 

Will any dove make nest within hawk’s talons? 

Will hawk release her prey unless she feel the 
arrow? 

Then what shall dove hope saving hope of 
freedom? 

The wings of lords a refuge? 
in blood 

From time untold till now—can they serve as 
a shield? 

Shall lion guard o’er sheep? 
trust in lion? 

What fortress do we risk? 
Castile, 

And in Narbonne as well, they trusted princes 

And blood ran in their shadow .. . 

Shall Regensburg be different? Is Alsace more 
than Exile? 

Why does this lure of refuge trap our souls 

Lead us astray as always in the past? 

Rabbi Joseph: Though you abase our value 

sevenfold 

The need for caution waxes seventy-seven. 

If lion owns us, dare we rouse his ire? 

Though arrow whelm, who are we to release it? 

For we are held by those with force and arms, 

While we are helpless, hanging on their mercies. 

And such is God’s desire. 

Rabbi Shlomo: Such is not God’s desire! 

Listen, O Elder to this last of secrets 

Our God no longer wants our people’s slavery, 

So he removes His shadow from the foe. 
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SEPTE 
In ages past, in his swift-striking wrath, Thyself to me, O God! Yet as for me, 
In His first fury, God raised up our foes My blood I offer, singing, on Thy altar, 
For our chastisement. His anger blazed so far, If such be Thy desire. 
They were illumined. And the bottomless Within the tempests of the forced conversion 
springs My brothers and myself sought full Deliverance, 
Welled even for the foe. Now these are sealed. To lion’s den Ill go as to a wedding 
We have been smitten enough, and payment If I perceive beyond the claws—Messiah! 
comes. As to my scattered folk, the Elder’s charges, 
Therefore the light grows dim in all the enemy Sons vi the worm of Jacob, demeaned by petty qT 
mansions. ays, 
Here, from afar, you only see the surface Groaning beneath a cruel yoke, yet craving ieee 
And so believe they still are strong and firm, A phantom-life as long as they can breathe, artist 
But I have dwelt with them, and know their —— in strange lands, and though that life | ing t 
thoughts. € waste, tion 4 
From their wells once I thought to quench my Let them be spared within Salvation’s tempests! | or of 
thirst. For Thou, O God, hast ordered life for them who 
Hark therefore to my words: Their fountains That they may raise the banner when light work: 
fail, come. were 
The moth consumes within, there is no whole Bear with them, God, bear with them and their ae 
place in them spokesmen. te h 
Their Avignon, their Papal Seat, corrupt. And if more trials of agony must come — 
Their Holy Empire rank, sword against sword, Before light dawns and the last shadow fade, To 
Their men of spirit have one only lust, God, full of mercy, pour Thy wrath on me! inant 
destruction! soe My blood is ready, and I go rejoicing what 
Not like to these are Heaven’s emissaries. If now my destiny is sacrifice. mind 
Their day now ends because the Wrath is ended But God, guard them; shelter Thy suffering of th 
God flings His whip away, a worthless tool. flock pare 
woe "ay a ane neat, selwaninns dey is And in the storms brought by Deliverance-day, | mean 
And therefore comes the emissary, my Give aid, O God, give aid, O Lord, I pray. _ 
unknown lord — Translated from the Hebrew by I. M. Lask. — 
Redemption’s prince appears — — writi 
Therefore be calm, O Elder, and calm the Jewis 
congregations. tellec 
We turn to the light, God’s blessing being with deptl 
we. self 
Rabbi Joseph: Vainly I spend my words on gram 
heedless ears. surin 
te great our sins for God to be so cruel! Je 
When foeman whets his sword, must we give his 
arms strength? = Vneriuan Oi Compan been 
Must add snares to traps? Awake the ao 1 OF ‘ 
sleeping curs? ‘ } an 
Each man in Israel longs to see Salvation, auisfees a | worl 
Yet why mistake a flitting light for it Beca 
And haste to sorrow and calamity? @ WAY hip the 
The King’s wrath, once aroused, will strike you lectt 
first 
Seeing the churchmen set their snares for you. a 
And your pure flesh will be the first to burn. Cll!” _ 
Now I grow tired . . . God did not grant the shar 
merit — " 
You go your way unmoved, and I must hasten 1S 
To = fg name, those of my congregations MABE be o 
That none dare claim we join with you in CULT) it cz 
treason. i it h: 
May He who guards His people, yet whose ways T 
Are hid from us, keep guard this time as always f 
Over you and Israel. “al 
Rabbi Shlomo: My God and God of Israel, I, Thy ficai 
son, am ready. eee 
In the arms of death I made this covenant M 
And through the covenant Thou didst reveal a 
othe! 
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Philistines 


Reflections on Jewish Culture 


by Milton Himmelfarb 


T= WAS A TIME when people understood 
* culture to mean the sum of literary and 
artistic works generally accepted as represent- 


ing the best and most moving thought, emo-— 


tion and sense of beauty of mankind as a whole 
or of its divisions. A cultured person was one 
who had an intimate acquaintance with such 
works, and his intellectual and aesthetic values 
were Vigorous, discriminating and exacting, in 
accordance with the standards of excellence that 
he had learned and made his own. 

Today this is not the only or even the dom- 
inant meaning of culture. Certainly it is not 
what the anthropologist or sociologist has in 
mind when he speaks of culture; he is thinking 
of the way of life of the tribe or the larger 
society he is studying. Nor is it what is usually 
meant when the discussion turns to Jewish cul- 
ture. In the United States there is among Jews 
—or some Jews, at least—a fair amount of talk, 
writing and organizing about what is called 
Jewish culture. This has little to do with in- 
tellectual or artistic excellence, or with the 
depth and refinement of a man’s vision of him- 
self and his fellows in the universe. It is a pro- 
gram for the Jewish group, a strategy for as- 
suring the group’s survival. 

Jews have considered themselves and have 
been considered by others as a religious group 
or a national group or, classically, a religious 
and national group in one. Throughout the 
world, however, religion in general has declined. 
Because Judaism slumbered behind the walls of 
the ghetto during centuries of decisive intel- 
lectual and moral change outside those walls, 
and because it was unprepared for the sudden 
thrust of the Enlightenment, it has declined 
sharply. Many who are deeply committed to 
Jewish survival are not enthusiastic about Jew- 
ish religion. Either they consider religion to 
be outmoded and irrelevant or they doubt that 
it can rally others Jews in a world that thinks 
it has witnessed the death of the gods. 

There remains nationalism as end and as means 
for Jewish survival. Nationalism has the signi- 
ficant advantage that for modern man it seems 





Milton Himmelfarb has published studies on Jewish com- 
munal, social, and cultural problems in Commentary and 
other periodicals, 


not to be subject to the scruples that are com- 
monly invoked against religion. Indeed, it has 
been called a modern substitute for religion. 

Many workers for Jewish culture, it is safe 
to assume, are privately devoted to Jewish na- 
tionalism. Other things being equal, they would 
be publicly nationalist; but the other things are 
not equal. Traditional religion, when it was 
strong, was exclusive and jealous—‘“Thou shalt 
have no other gods before Me .. . I the Lord 
thy God am a jealous God.” Only when a 
religion begins to lose confidence in itself does 
it become less exclusive, more tolerant; the his- 
torians of Protestantism call this newly found 
broad-mindedness latitudinarianism, and _ the 
Catholic Church condemns it as the heresy of 
indifferentism. Nationalism, on the other hand, 
is robust, and therefore jealous. Its latitudinar- 
ianism, we may hope, is in the future. 


RELIGION IN America has had to concede that 
salvation may be found outside the church, 
and it has had to make peace with the member 
of the sect who is skeptical of the traditional 
articles of faith. Not so American nationalism. 
It tolerates many diversities—of religion, of sec- 
tional affection, of ancestral memory—but it 
does not tolerate diversity of national feeling. 
It interprets very literally the oath of the natur- 
alized citizen absolutely and entirely to re- 
nounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to 
any foreign prince, potentate, state or sover- 
eignty. Though many immigrants have lived 
out their lives with the barest rudiments of 
English speech, their children and grandchil- 
dren have been intensely patriotic. The crea- 
tion of a powerful national unity in a popula- 
tion of widely varied creeds and national origins, 
numbering many millions of recent immigrants 
and their children, was the great achievement 
and perhaps the chief purpose of American pub- 
lic education. Prosperity has forcefully sup- 
plemented the work of education. Who is not 
thankfully conscious that because he is an Amer- 
ican his present and future are infinitely better 
than they would have been if his father or 
grandfather had stayed in the old country? 
Public education and grateful consciousness 
of good fortune—no group in America has had 
better cause to be influenced by these things 
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than the Jews. Because Russian Jews who neve 
thought of themselves as Russian have sons and 
grandsons who never think of themselves 
anything but American, overt Jewish nation. 
lism is not well received here—particularly by 
Jews. That is why American Zionism has 3). 
ways been philanthropic, whatever the personal 
convictions of its leaders and ideologists. It js 
also why the strategists of Jewish survival jn 
America could not, even if they wished, rely 
on a frank appeal to Jewish nationalism. 


ULTURE Is A DIFFERENT MATTER. Who can 

be opposed to Jewish culture? Within wide 
limits, cultural diversity is permitted and ac- 
tually approved by the American creed, espec- 
ially when it seems to be intimately associated 
with religious diversity. Among Jews it offends 
neither the religious nor the nationalist. It seems 
to meet every practical requirement of an in- 
strument of survival. 

And it is used as an instrument. The Yid- 
dishists, the Hebraists, the educators and social 
workers whose preferred language is English— 
all enthusiastically devise programs that they 
label cultural. For them Jewish culture is a 
very practical thing. (That is to say, practical 
in intention; its actual accomplishment is some- 
thing else again.) The conception is practical, 
the aim is practical, the people engaged in it are 
practical. 

That all this practicality may be too heavy 


a burden for culture to bear is a doubt unlikely | 


to trouble practical people. Yet surely there is 
a real question here. High culture is first and 
last a matter of quality; but what the sponsors 
of Jewish culture are concerned with first and 
last is utility. Most of them are intelligent men 
and women, endowed with high purpose, skilled 
in pedagogy, social work or communal adminis- 
stration, holding advanced university degrees— 
the class of admirable people who for several 
generations now, everywhere in the world, have 
been indifferent or downright hostile to high 
culture, These conscientious organizers, whether 
Christians or Jews, Irishmen or Frenchmen, are 
inevitably the champions of official, which 
means Philistine, culture. They create academies, 
sponsor contests, award prizes; but works of 
culture, if they are created at all, are created 
outside their domain and usually against their 
opposition. 

It is hardly to be expected that the pro- 
moters of Jewish culture in the United States 
should by some odd chance actually promote 
anything of real cultural significance. They do 
not. They have no use for demanding work. 
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They are partial to the mediocre or actually 
meretricious productions that well up among us 
from a never-failing spring. They regard with 
hostile suspicion all exacting criticism. 


nN AMERICAN who has not been in Israel can- 

not speak with any confidence about the 
state of affairs there, but he can venture some 
observations from afar, subject to correction. 
The Hebrew culture of Israel today is essen- 
tially the result of a programmatic effort more 
than a hundred years old. That program was 
to create a modern Jewish national feeling. With 
the appropriate modifications and exceptions, 
it was at one with similar programs, like the 
Czech writings, that were undertaken in East- 
ern and Central Europe during the nineteenth 
century to create or revive national sentiment 
and to justify claims to national status. Would 
it be erroneous to suggest that Israeli culture 
still serves much the same purpose? (Today, 
of course, there is also a need for creating a 
common national feeling in an exceptionally 
heterogeneous population. ) 

Nor is this all. Israeli life is marked by ideo- 
logical commitments of great intensity. Such 
commitments are programmatic, looking upon 
culture, cultural creation and cultural activity 
as means for the accomplishment of desirable 
ends. Israeli culture, therefore, is rooted in a 
tradition of programmatic usefulness, contin- 
ues in that tradition, and is fostered by compet- 
ing ideological subgroups, each with its own 
program and purposefulness. There would seem 
to be little room for that free play of the 
mind and that attentiveness to the voice of a 
personal daimon without which true culture is 
impossible in modern times. 

In the Soviet Union and its satellites, where 
Central Committees issue five-year plans for 
culture, what results is systematic anti-culture. 
The situation in Israel is quite different, if only 
because the existence of competing Central 
Committees guards against this possibility. But 
it does not guard against the possibility that 
the mass of collective purpose may weigh too 
heavily on the distinct and sensitive individual- 
ities who create work of culture. The man who 
sits alone in his room before a pile of blank 
paper on his desk has a difficult enough task 
without having to worry about a directive from 
the social engineers, whether the directive be 
written on official stationery or on his indoc- 
trinated conscience. 


MORE THAN A GENERATION after the American 
Revolution, a British critic of America asked 
the contemptuous question, “Who reads an 
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American book?” It was not long ago, as time 
is measured in these matters, before the whole 
world was reading American books. We should 
not, therefore, ask who reads an Israeli book. 
Perhaps no one does, yet; but perhaps every- 
one will, soon. Manifestly, also, the Hebrew 
language is a much greater obstacle to univer- 
sal appreciation than English. But once we 
have said this, we must also say that even if the 
language is no barrier, unless a man has a special 
partiality for Hebrew literture merely because 
it is Hebrew, he will find in it little that can 
successfully compete for his time and attention, 

If he pauses to wonder why he is not attracted 
to this literature, he is likely to conclude that 
a major reason is its lack of a critical spirit, 
Social criticism, of course, it has in plenty. What 
is lacking is the self-consciousness and severity 
that are the distinguishing character of all con- 
temporary high culture. A good example would 
be the long hesitation of T. S. Eliot, the most 
distinguished poet and literary critic in the Eng- 
lish-speaking world today, over the right of 
John Milton to be admitted to the rank of truly 
great poets. Many cultivated people followed 
the debate with much interest, from the time 
when Eliot was inclined to exclude Milton until 
the time, a number of years later, when he 
finally changed his mind. Here was severity 
indeed, for Milton is surely a figure of some 
consequence in English poetry. In France a wit- 
ticism of André Gide’s was repeated for many 
years. When someone asked Gide who in his 
opinion was the greatest French poet, he an- 
swered: “Victor Hugo, alas!” Today it seems 
that Hugo’s reputation is being rehabilitated, so 
that Gide, if he were still alive, might not ex- 
press the same regret over the necessity of his 
choice. What is important, though, is that in 
France too the title of greatness is conferred with 
almost miserly caution. The most venerable 
reputations are not exempt from repeated harsh 
and irreverent inspection. 

Those who concern themselves with Jewish 
culture are less exacting. If we are to believe 
what we read in the critical works of the ex- 
perts, supreme excellence is as widely distrib- 
uted among our contemporaries as long life was 
among Noah’s predecessors. Much of whit 
passes for criticism suggests a rather different 
literary genre, the eulogy. In this species of 
rhetoric, of course, the primary rule is tact, 
nil nisi bonum. Critical rigor is less agreeable, 
but it is an indispensable frame of mind fot 
high culture. 

Surely Chaim Nachman Bialik and Saul 
Tchernichowsky are not so much better that 
John Milton and Victor Hugo that critical reex- 
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amination, whether favorable or unfavorable, is 
superfluous. Yet where is the Jewish T. S. Eliot 
or André Gide who will publicly subject Bialik 
or Tchernichowsky to the reexamination that 
Milton and Hugo have had to face? As long as 
the idea is unthinkable, it will be difficult to 
speak of Jewish culture in anything but the 
social scientists’ meaning. 


ATIONALISM DOES NOT LIKE heresies, doubts, 

reservations. It demands robust affirmation. 
The high culture of modern times, on the othet 
hand, is equivocal and critical. Its very affrma- 
tions are equivocal and critical, and even those 
it cannot produce on demand. Culture in our 
era is ill at ease in the presence of much suc- 
cess, tending to admire the nerve of failure. 


Perhaps that is why religion is now a stronger 
factor in the culture of Europe and America 
than it has been in many generations; its weak- 
ness and semblance of defeat may lend it 
strength. Eliot, Auden, Mauriac, Bernanos — 
these names alone are suggestive enough. Irre- 
ligious writers, artists and critics do not now 
treat religion with the contemptuous impatience 
of their predecessors for two hundred years. 
Confidence in secularism is not what it used to 
be, and religion has shown unsuspected powers 
of deepening men’s vision and making men’s 
thinking complex and penetrating. When it 
was the official ideology of the respectable and 
the comfortable, religion could be dismissed as 
something beneath serious consideration. Now 
the tables seem to have been turned. As Flau- 
bert has proved to us, the respectable Monsieur 
Homais, who would once have been pious, has 
for some time now been enlightened. Irreli- 
gious cultured men are uneasy in the knowledge 
that the Philistines have long since felt at home 
in irreligion. 

Hence it is not strange that when Eliot asserts 
culture to be impossible without religion, those 
who disagree express their disagreement with 
restraint. The creative men of our time who 
acknowledge a religious inspiration have pro- 
duced an impressive body of work. So far from 
being an acquiescent statement of official truth, 
it is a thoroughgoing criticism of the world and 
of what men do with themselves in the world. 
It is not sentimental, and it avoids the pitfall 
that lies on the other side of sentimentality, 
despair. It shows no tender partiality to the 
men or the institutions of religion itself, or of 
Particular religions. It has made good use of 
the vantage point of religion for observing, 
understanding and judging men’s deeds and mo- 
tives. And religion has not imprisoned or dis- 
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torted individual temperaments. Rather, each 
temperament has been able to express itself 
through religion in accordance with the laws of 
its own being. 

This is an unexpected situation. Many im- 
pressive Christian thinkers doubt whether Chris- 
tianity can be reconciled with culture, since 
Christianity seeks to transcend, if not actually 
to repudiate, man’s course in history, while cul- 
ture is of course deeply involved in history. 
Perhaps it is the tension between this version 
of Christian religion and the life of the world 
that has made culture increasingly receptive to 
Christianity in our day, when culture itself is 
so critical of man’s world. 

On the other hand, Judaism’s affirmation of 
the world and of men’s life in the world may 
come between it and the culture of modern 
times. Judaism, for one thing, is essentially a 
family religion. Yet the first requirement of 
the modern artist seems to be that he must 
break with his family; Stephen Dedalus of 
Ulysses is no model of filial piety. For another 
thing, Judaism strongly affirms the community 
—“Separate not thyself from the community,” 
as the Rabbis have it. Dedalus is a solitary. Like 
him, modern culture, while it may dream of 
an ideal community, is apt to be’ repelled by 
any existing community. 


E CANNOT RELY on programs for affirming 

Judaism, or for making it more relevant .to 
culture, or the like. A usable tradition cannot 
be decreed into being, and programs cannot 
solve the problems of Jewish culture. The tem- 
peraments which may so mold Judaism that 
culture can stand in a relation of creative ten- 
sion with it are not likely to be attracted or 
helped by programmatic strenuousness. 

Nor will programs of negating Judaism help. 
One of the dominant moods in Israel today 
seems on the surface to be a militant and prim- 
itive atheism, but far beneath the surface we 
find something uncomfortably akin to anti- 
Semitism. The Canaanites, as they are called, 
are the most articulate and consistent repre- 
sentatives of this mood, but they speak for 
many others besides. It is one of history’s cruelly 
witty ironies that hatred of the Diaspora should 
create in Israel itself another version of the 
Jewish self-hatred that was supposed to be the 
base end-product of existence in the Diaspora. 

This kind of negation will not help, if only 
because it is too simple. Due passé faisons table 
rase is a fit slogan for barbarians, the terrible 
simplifiers whom Jakob Burckhardt fearfully 
prophesied. When those who shout this slogan 
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are not terrible, they are ludicrous. In Italy, 
earlier in this century, there was a group of 
enfants terribles who called themselves Futurists, 
For Italy they represented much the same thing 
that the Canaanites represent for Israel. The 
punishment of these fearsome rebels has been 
that today we can think of them only as quaint, 
Quaintness is not a cultural virtue. 


%* * + 


If Jewish culture is to merit consideration 
on a par with all other modern culture, it will 
have to meet the standards of modern culture. 
It must be complex. It must be critical. It 
must be suspicious of easy affirmations, and of 
easy negations. It must avoid self-righteous- 
ness. It must beware of being immediately and 
obviously useful. It must be ambivalent about 
tradition, like the Rabbis about converts; they 
taught that one hand should draw the convert 
forward and the other hand push him back. 
And it must understand that while organizers 
may be friendly in their purpose, they can be 
deadly in their effect. 
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A Glimpse Behind the Iron Curtain 


by Mordecai Shtrigler 


DREAD MYSTERY surrounds the 

fate of the millions of Jews 
under the Soviet regime almost 
from its inception. All other im- 
portant eras in Jewish history 
found ready and quick reflection 
in literary works. Within the past 
decade we have witnessed the pub- 
lication of hundreds of books 
about the Nazi catastrophe. Only 
the fate of Soviet Jewry has re- 
mained an unwritten scroll. 

This literary silence is doubly 
mystifying because scores of Jew- 
ish writers now living in the 
United States, Argentina, Israel 
and Europe spent the war years in 
the Soviet Union. Orally they 
have described their powerful im- 
pressions there, but in their writ- 
ings they shun this theme, as if 
the years they spent under the 
hammer and sickle have dropped 
out of their memories. Even those 
among them who have remained 
in the “Peoples’ Democracies,” or 
still cling to communist convic- 
tions in their present domicile in 
the free countries, have produced 
no artistic interpretation of Jewish 
life in the Soviet Union. It is true 
that the native Soviet writers in 
Yiddish—all those who simultan- 
eously vanished without a trace in 
1948—did produce a volume of 
writing on Jewish themes, between 
1918 and 1948, but their work 
was so tendentious and obviously 
written at the behest of the com- 
munist censor and in conformity 
with the “party line” of the per- 
iod, that it does not provide a 
true image of what really went 
on. The work of these writers, 
full of Jewish Stakhanovites, he- 
roic factory workers, and commu- 
nist militants, provides no clue to 
what happened to the millions of 
religious, middle class Russian Jews 
most of whom could not possibly 
have become transformed within 
such a short time into the stock 
figures of communist propaganda 
posters. How these millions lived, 
what they did to survive, has re- 
mained a mystery almost to this 
day. 

A recent work of a previously 
unknown author, who writes un- 


der the pen-name M. Sambation, 
therefore acquires unusual impor- 
tance. M. Sambation is a native 
of the Ukraine, and he lived un- 
der Soviet rule until he escaped 
abroad in 1946. He was brought 
up as a strictly Orthdox Jew, and 
has remained such to this day. 
When he came to western Europe 
he undertook to write the epic of 
thirty years of Jewish life under 
the Soviets. There may be differ- 
ences of opinion regarding the lit- 
erary merits of Sambation’s work. 
He has evolved a style of his own 
in which primitive exaggeration 
and an unbridled outpouring of 
words are often paralleled by pow- 
erful artistic insight. His transi- 
tions from one genre to another 
are unexpected and abrupt. But 
neither the literary quality of the 
work, nor the fact that the author 
deals exclusively with the religious 
sector of Russian Jewry, in any 
way diminishes the value of its 
documentary revelations. 


AMBATION’S NOVEL is on a mon- 

umental scale. In the past few 
years he has published fully eleven 
volumes of this magnum opus 
which trace Jewish life in Russia 
since the revolution. The novel 
is called “One Sixth of the World.” 
Actually it presents a picture of 
a world entirely different from 
our own, and in many respects 
inconceivable to us. But the chief 
interest of Sambation’s monumen- 
tal effort does not consist in its 
representation of the weird logic 
that so often dominates Soviet life. 
Others before him, even writers 
with a pro-Soviet orientation, have 
revealed the irrational aspect of 
life under the Soviets. Thus we 
find in the writings of Simcha 
Sneh, an outspoken Soviet enthus- 
iast, the following description of 
the Soviet milieu: 

At the time of the Soviet-Nazi 
pact, many young Jewish men 
with communist sympathies fled 
from the German to the Soviet 
occupied part of Poland. Knowing 
the conditions that prevailed in 
their native towns, they denied 
themselves the barest necessities in 
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order to be able to send food pack- 
ages to their relatives. The Soviet 
authorities did not object; food 
parcels weighing up to twenty- 
two pounds were permitted. But. ., 

But in order to mail such 4 
parcel, it was first necessary to filf 
out a special printed form, and 
when one came to the post office, 
there weren’t any to be had, 
Months would pass before a hand- 
ful of forms would become avail- 
able. Jews tried to print their own 
forms, but these were not accepted, 
Then the mailmen suddenly began 
peddling official printed forms at 
fantastic rates. 

The grotesque situation de- 
scribed above prevailed in 1940- 
41. Was it merely the result of 
inefhciency, or did it represent a 
world in which social relationships 
are organized in a manner incom- 
prehensible to us? 


Simcha Sneh, who described the 
cruel game played by Soviet au- 
thorities on people who desired to 
send parcels to their relatives in 
German-occupied Poland, spent 
only a short time in the Soviet 
Union. M. Sambation lived all his 
life there, and his eleven-volume 
novel is full of descriptions of 
such absurd situations, and their 
number and sequence introduce us 
into a social system that assumes 
a definite pattern. The pattern is 
not one of madness, but rather of 
sober and calculated unreason: an 
attempt to deprive man of secur- 
ity so that he should become de- 
pendent on guidance. This holds 
true also regarding Soviet law. The 
Soviet citizen must remain con- 
fused regarding the intention of 
the law. The mailing of parcels 
is permitted, but the necessary 


‘printed forms are denied, and 


when one tries to obtain a form 
through illegitimate channels, one 
may lose his freedom. 


HE PLOT of Sambation’s huge 

novel revolves about the love of 
a strictly Orthodox Jewish boy for 
a girl who is a member of the 
Communist Youth League. The 
chasm between the two is un- 
bridgeable, yet the young man 
haunts his loved one for many 
years. Whatever the literary merits 
of this situation, it offers the au- 
thor the opportunity to present 
both the religious and the commu- 
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nist camps, between which a war to 
the death is constantly waged. This 
struggle underwent various stages. 
Until 1928 the fight was directed 
against religion as such, since 
Lenin’s NEP allowed the middle 
class Jews to subsist economically. 
Only their religious practices were 
attacked. After 1928 the strug- 
gle against religion as such be- 
came somewhat milder, but the 
attack on the bearers of the ortho- 
doxy became more severe. In both 
instances counter-measures had to 


be devised. 


In 1922, for instance, all yeshiv- 
ot were shut down, and in 1926 
the ban was extended to the cheder 
as well. The teaching of religion 
to children had to go underground. 
Sambation relates gruesome details 
how the GPU in Kiev questioned 
little children who were suspected 
of studying the Aleph-Beth in 
some cellar. His description of the 
GPU search for a reported mikveh 
is no less macabre. 


But the Soviet campaign against 
religion did not lack materialist 
considerations. By 1928-9 many 
synagogues in the thousands of 
small towns were already shut 
down. When these were not of- 
ficially closed, they stood aban- 
doned, because not many dared 
enter them and incur the displeas- 
ure of the authorities. In private 
homes, too, people were afraid to 
keep religious books against which 
such a terrifying propaganda cam- 
paign was being waged. Yet such 
books were very numerous. Every 
synagogue had its shelves full, and 
hundreds of thousands of homes 
contained such volumes. Though 
the communist authorities frowned 
so menacingly at this type of lit- 
erature at home, they were aware 
that in the benighted lands beyond 
the border the books had value 
and could be sold for hard foreign 
currency. Special commissars were 
therefore appointed to gather these 
books from synagogues and ortho- 
dox homes. Orthodox Jews were 
themselves appointed to collect 
these books for the Soviet state. 
It was a paying proposition: the 
more synagogues were closed, the 
greater the number of religious 
books which the state could sell 
abroad for hard currency. 
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Tis was but one phase of the 

struggle. Soviet strategy con- 
stantly shifted the attack from 
one front to another. As late as 
1929, the Jewish shtetl remained 
basically unchanged. Many young 
people were swept away to the 
big cities; otherwise the small 
towns continued as they were be- 
fore. After 1929 a concerted at- 
tempt was made to break up the 
social fabric of the small towns, 
The NEP was done away with, 
and in order to obtain the rationed 
bread one had to be a worker. But 
how could more than a million 
Jews over forty years of age be- 
come skilled proletarians over- 
night? The communist regime 
had two answers to this question, 
1) scattering some of these un- 
skilled elements geographically 
among more proletarian commu- 
nities, and 2) leaving the rest to 
their fate — let them starve to 


death. 


But they did not want to starve, 
and the more energetic younger 
Orthodox elements began organ- 
izing labor cooperatives into which 
they took the older men. At first 
there were considerable hardships, 
but soon the older ones, too, 
learned to do their work efficiently. 
There were many such coopera- 
tives, but for long it remained a 
deep secret that they consisted of 
religious persons only. Outwardly 
they did not differ from other 
cooperatives. They mouthed com- 
munist slogans and displayed the 
portraits of Soviet leaders. They 
fulfilled their production quotas 
as well as, or even better than, the 
other cooperatives. At general 
meetings where other cooperatives 
participated, these religious people 
delivered inspirational communist 
speeches. But when the day’s work 
ended, or when, with the aid of a 
“gift,” they persuaded the com- 
munist party commissar assigned 
to the particular cooperative to ab- 
sent himself, their true under- 
ground life came to the surface. 
This is how Sambation describes 
it? 

“« , . . Late in the afternoon, 
when the ‘boss’ [the communist 
party overseer] went away, they 
would cover the red ‘idol’ [Lenin’s 
statue] with a cloth and recite the 
mincha prayer. The prayer fin- 
ished volumes of the Talmud and 
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other religious books would appear 
from secret hiding places.” 

This situation could not last 
long. Despite the fact that these 
cooperatives over-fulfilled their 
production quotas, their secret was 
revealed soon enough. It was im- 
possible to conceal their Sabbath 
observance for long, and when 
they came to draw their food ra- 
tions for the cooperative, their at- 
tempts to obtain food that was, 
or could be made, kosher could 
not long be concealed. Then the 
masquerade was over, the coopera- 
tive was disbanded or taken over 
by true communists. Some of the 
leaders of these cooperatives were 
arrested. Others went into hid- 
ing. But without the economic 
support of these cooperatives, the 
survival of the Orthodox was again 
a problem. 


ARLY IN THE NINETEEN THIR- 

TlEs a partial solution was dis- 
covered. It was the time of great 
industrialization all over the Soviet 
Union, and in order to attract 
workers to the needed industries, 
certain types of work were glori- 
fied while others were made the 
object of scorn. Such “unproduc- 
tive” occupations as those of mail- 
man, janitor, night watchman 
were in the latter category. They 
were poorly paid, and ambitious 
workers avoided them. Yet thou- 
sands of night watchmen were 
needed for the numberless new 
factories then being built. At first, 
regular employees were persuaded 
to “volunteer” their services as 
watchmen for a night now and 
then. But this did not meet the 
need. The “‘declassed” Orthodox 
Jewish elements then appeared on 
the scene. 


Sambation gives us a grotesque 
picture of the variety of night 
watchmen’s jobs: eight and sixteen 
hour shifts, ‘‘gay” posts on lively 
Streets, and “sad” posts on the 
outskirts of cities. Rabbis and 
scholars took these jobs. It is true 
that one could not earn a liveli- 
hood as a night watchman, but 
the posts provided a facade of le- 
gality in the form of a ration card, 
an opportunity to pray at will and 
a chance to engage in religious 
scholarship during the day (since 
the watchmen were not averse to 
taking a nap while on the job). 
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These jobs also provided an oppor- 
tunity to earn something on the 
side. Describing this phenomenon, 
Sambation writes: 

“No one expected these seventy- 
and-eighty-year-old watchmen to 
fight off thieves. Aged rabbis and 
scholars should resist thieves or 
robbers? God forbid! The comedy 
was resorted to so that in case a 
theft did occur there should be a 
ready scapegoat for arrest.” 

Yet this comedy led to the para- 
doxical situation that as soon as 
night fell over many Soviet cities, 
their industries were “guarded” by 
religious “‘class enemies.” 

In the early thirties some sort 
of equilibrium had been attained. 
The Orthodox youth went to the 


factories and institutes. The old 
ones became night watchmen, 
Some scheme had _ even been 


worked out to obtain the mini- 
mum amount of bread needed for 
subsistence. Even humor reap- 
peared, and a joke was current 
that when times get better and 
rabbis are again in demand, can- 
didates for the rabbinate would be 
required to offer proof that they 
had been night watchmen, instead 
of a certificate of confirmation. 


But this passive existence had 
to come to an end and the Ortho- 
dox youth again became active. 
Children were enrolled in the sec- 
ret Talmud Torahs. There even 
existed secret yeshivoth. All this 
required much money. The pupils 
had to be fed, the teachers had to 
be paid, families of those arrested 
had to be supported and parcels 
of food sent to the prisoners, and, 
finally, money was needed to bribe 
Soviet officials to look the other 
way. 

Many were the ways resorted to. 
Factory directors were bribed and 
consignments of goods were de- 
clared below standard and released 
for sale on the black market. But 
since a factory director had a quota 
to fulfill, it was necessary to bribe 
the appropriate commissar to cer- 
tify falsely that the norm had been 
attained. Every step was marked 
by complicated procedure that re- 
quired a thorough familiarity with 
Soviet law and customs. But once 
the consignment of goods was sold 
to a public starved for commodi- 
ties, there were enough profits to 
cover all the bribes and to meet 
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the secret needs of the religious 
community. 

The Soviet authorities often sup- 
port and defend their underground 
opponents by means of the in- 
volved legal system. At times it 
appears as if the Soviet govern- 
ment wishes its citizens to trans- 
gress against the law, perhaps so 
that all could feel guilty in some 
respect and therefore remain doub- 
ly loyal on the political level. 


AMBATION draws a realistic pic- 

ture of the Soviet merry-go- 
round on the economic level in 
the mid-thirties: 

« |, . Nobody in the entire 
country was happy that year. 
There was hardly a family that 
did not lose a member either as a 
result of the famine or because of 
the ‘mild’ decrees of August 7, 
a 

But New Year was approaching 
and everybody wanted to break 
the monotony of life with a little 
celebration. The little people need- 
ed little to make the occasion a 
gay one. The prominent factory 
directors, on the other hand, felt 
they had to entertain those over 
them t> win their favor and to 
avoid yiossible liquidation in the 
future. Everybdoy needed more 
money than he had. In the end 
everybody had his celebration. 
How was this done? Sambation ex- 
plains: 


*... The salesman in the gov- 
ernment cooperative store can af- 
ford to celebrate because he 
cheated the customer on_ the 
weight. So far he wasn’t caught, 
so he celebrates; let tomorrow take 
care of itself. The saleslady cheated 
on the price and now she has a 
tuble. Yesterday she added water 
to the tomato juice; the day before 
she added water to the vinegar; 
the previous week she mixed some 
of the cheaper grade of apples with 
the more expensive ones. Were she 
not to have done so, she would 
die of hunger together with her 
parents and children. So far she 
has not been caught, so she cele- 
brates. The metal workers cele- 
brate; they had smuggled out of 
their shops pieces of brass, zinc, 
lead. The director of the local 
railway office celebrates. For a 
thousand rubles he had given a 
cooperative three freight cars to 
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art of the country to another. 
Why Russians should be so eager 
to possess dollars is a story in it- 
self. But how was it possible for 
this black market to flourish un- 
der the very nose of the all- 
powerful GPU? Sambation pro- 
vides a lengthy explanation. The 
Soviet authorites were aware of 
the existence of the black market, 
but though individuals were pun- 
ished mercilessly for the possession 
of dollars, the market as such was 
not suppressed. The Soviet gov- 
ernment needed some millions of 
dollars from time to time for its 
own purposes. It was convenient 
for the GPU to have these black 
marketeers at its disposal when- 
ever needed. These became a sort 
of magnet attracting the dollars 
hidden in the country. Therefore 
the government would punish 
cruelly the rabbi who received one 
hundred dollars from countrymen 
in America for the purchase of 
matzoth for the poor in his con- 
gregation, but would let the black 
marketeers, through each of whose 
hands many thousands of dollars 


_passed,-do their work unpunished. 


The above instances illustrate 
how the sense of lawful living 
was being broken down. Count- 
less sensitive Russians, as well as 
the religious Jews for whom obed- 
ience to existing authority is man- 
datory, would have preferred to 
live by the law. But the govern- 
ment itself did not allow its laws 
to be obeyed. It wanted counter- 
action, which it could use to its 
own advantage, and thus bound 
the people in a knot of contradic- 
tions, 


JN 1937-8 SovieT Russia shook 

under the heel of Yezhov’s ter- 
tor. The nationally minded Jews 
were among the first of his vic- 
tims. Hundreds of thousands of 
them fell under the terror along- 
side millions of their Russian 
neighbors. Sambation devotes 
nearly one thousand pages of his 
novel to this period, and it is im- 
possible to convey the horror of 
this time when Yezhov’s peace- 
time casualties outnumbered those 
of many a war. But despite the 
terror, the Orthodox Jews con- 
tinued their underground struggle 
for survival. Entire towns were 
depopulated, yet they continued to 
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+ their secret yeshivoth, and even re- 
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they came to shut down a syna- 
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more nearly resembles an ancient 

myth than contemporary reality. 
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UT THIRTY YEARS of life under 

one political regime do not pass 
without leaving their imprint. To- 
gether with their suffering, Soviet 
Jews also imbibed a certain mor- 
bid patriotism for the regime 
which decimated them. This 
sounds like a contradiction, but 
the ambivalent attitude toward the 
Stalinist regime was demonstrated 
on many occasions. The Soviet pol- 
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“Stalin knew nothing about Yez- 
hov’s doings,” and when he 
learned about them he punished 
Yezhov and appointed his own 
man, and, see for yourself how 
things have improved, not so many 
heads are being chopped off; it 
is possible to pray publicly again; 
it is time to emerge from the un- 
derground. 

This patriotism was still further 
strengthened during the war 
against. Nazi Germany. All the 
past wrongs of the regime were 
forgotten. This patriotism even di- 
vided the Orthodox camp. The 
Polish Jews could not forget that 
it was the Soviet-Nazi pact that 
unleashed the war; the Russian 
Jew, on the other hand, could not 
forgive the Poles this remem- 
brance. 

Sambation himself was overcome 
with such patriotic feelings toward 
the Soviet regime during the war. 
He therefore appears to be still 
more reliable when he tells about 
the savage anti-Semitism which 
the “Soviet man” displayed during 
the war. This anti-Semitism was 
shared by the illiterate janitor and 
the Marxist commissar alike. The 
manifestations of humanity that 
did occur were prevalent, remark- 
ably enough, among those Rus- 
sians who had been brought up 
religiously. 

From Sambation’s novel we 
learn for the first time how thou- 
sands of Soviet Jews succeeded in 
escaping Russia at the end of the 
war. In addition to the usual es- 
cape techniques that were facili- 
tated by bribery, there was the 
additional phenomenon of the Sov- 
iet commissars who helped Russian 
Jews to escape out of a purely 
idealistic communist motivation. 
Zhuravlev, the commander of the 
border sector near Lemberg, clear- 
ly defined his motives to a group 
of escaping Zionists: 

“You act like men of exper- 
lence. It is best for you to get out 
of here while there is still time, 
because this is no place for you.” 


The Soviet commissars of Zhur- 
avlev’s type tried to act in accor- 
dance with their human and Sov- 
iet conscience. They knew that 
“things” were in preparation for 
the Jews of Russia, that the “‘lib- 
eral fair” of the war years was a 
temporary necessity. They were 


therefore anxious to serve commu- 
nism by ridding the country of 
the dissatisfied Jewish elements. 
Let them go! Why should they 
later jam the prisons and labor 
camps? This type of commissar 
was not to be bribed. He allowed 
Soviet Jews to escape as a matter 
of principle: even the unloved vic- 
tims of tomorrow must not be 
deprived of the chance to flee 
today. 

Thanks to the Zhuravlevs, and 
their bribe taking colleagues, thou- 
sands of Soviet Jews did escape. 
Zhuravlev himself later paid with 
his life for mixing humanitarian- 
ism with communism. The Iron 


Curtain descended once again. 
+ % + 


M. Sambation’s novel is a small 
library in itself. It attempts to 
fill the place of the entire un- 
written literature about Soviet 
Jewry. Artistically, and even as 
a documentary, it cannot fill the 
huge void. The world it seeks to 
describe is too big and compli- 
cated to be grasped by a single 
person, even by one much more 
talented than Sambation. But its 
thousands of pages do represent 
an outline for the missing litera- 
ture. 
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THROUGH AN 
AFRICAN MIRROR 


by HAROLD U. RIBALOW 


FTER WorLD War Two, the 

United States, aware of its 
eminent role in world affairs, be- 
came less indifferent than it had 
been previously to foreign litera- 
ture. Italian novels not only were 
published in this country, but be- 
came best-sellers, especially when 
talented story-tellers like Alberto 
Moravia wrote long narratives 
about Roman prostitutes. French 
writers, like Francois Mauriac, 
were translated into English and 
Finnish writers like Mika Waltari 
gained niches on the best-seller 
lists with striking regularity. 
There was a period when more 
than half of America’s best sellers 
were written by foreigners, which 
proved, among other things, the 
truly honest interest America 
readers had in the world and its 
events. 

In this trend no country con- 
tributed more richly than South 
Africa. It began with the aston- 
ishing and lyric novel by a non- 
novelist, Alan Paton, called Cry 
the Beloved Country. Its passion- 
ate espousal of the cause of the 
black man in South Africa and its 
deep understanding of the poison- 
ous hatred of white for black in 
Africa touched men all over 
America and brought world-wide 
fame to Mr. Paton. It also opened 
the gates in America to other 
writers from South Africa. Up 
until his appearance, only Stuart 
Cloete, with his stern and lusty 
Afrikaners, interested American 
readers. But during the past half- 
dozen years, new South African 
writers are eagerly snatched up by 
American publishers and readers 
alike. The trend is not limited to 
fiction. Factual books on South 
Africa appear with regularity and 
American periodicals, perhaps in- 
fluenced by the sale of the books, 
have devoted many pages—and in 
some cases full issues—to the prob- 
lems, the unique and dramatic 
problems of South Africa, where 
a revolution of the blacks against 
the whites seems imminent and 
where good and evil are so clearly 
separated. 
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BARTONS 
New Rosh Hashanah Booklet 


With the High Holiday season at hand, 
Barton’s Bonbonniere has just brought 
out a new 16 page accordian-folded 
booklet explaining the background and 
symbols of the Holidays which occur in 
the month of Tishri, under the head- 
ings of “Rosh Hashanah—The Ac- 
counting,“ “Yom Kipper—The Atone- 
ment, and “Succoth, Sh’mini Atzeres 
—The Rejoicing. It is written and 
illustrated with the beauty and Jewish- 
ness which characterize Barton’s entire 
series of Holiday literature for children 
and which is the heart of its program 
of chocolate-coated Jewish education. 
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Perhaps it is because the Jewish 
population of South Africa is so 
sensitive to the festering sores of 
the Union of South Africa that 
in the flock of South African 
novels are many written by Jews 
about both Jews and natives in 
Malan’s dominion. Soon after the 
debut of Alan Paton, a young 
Jewess, Nadine Gordimer, was in- 
troduced to America through her 
short stories in The New Yorker 
and magazines of equal quality. 
She has since become a literary per- 
sonality in this country, particu- 
larly after the publication of her 
sucessful first novel, The Lying 
Days. Previously, a collection of 
her stories, The Soft Voice of the 
Serpent, proved that her reputa- 
tion was honestly earned. In her 
novel she revealed an unusual tal- 
ent and showed once again that 
she wrote not only as a lyric artist, 
but as a woman aware of her Jew- 
ishness and the situation of the 
Jew in South Africa. 


Following the emergence of 
Nadine Gordimer, other Jewish 
writers in South Africa found 
American publishers. Arthur 
Markowitz obtained both a hard- 
cover and soft-cover publisher for 
The Daughter, his novel of a nym- 
phomaniac Jewess operating in 
Johannesburg and environs; Betty 
Misheiker had little difficulty in 
winning a publisher for her warm 
and minor memoir entitled Wings 
on Her Petticoat, a story of how 
her parents left Europe and finally 
settled in South Africa; and Al- 
bert Segal, hitherto an unknown 
name in American literature, pub- 
lished . Johannesburg Friday, a 
novel devoted almost in its en- 
tirety to a Jewish family in Jo- 
hannesburg and the problems 
which assail each member of the 
clan. 


oT ONLY have these books 

gained an audience in America 
— an unusually large one—but, 
with the exception only of Mr. 
Markowitz’s novel, they have been 
highly praised by critics and re- 
viewers all over the country. They 
are good books and compete with 
the American product, if books 
may be labelled as products. They 
are South African exports which 
enhance the reputation of South 
Africa and, at the same time, ex- 
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plain South Africa to us in more 
dramatic and illuminating terms 
than even the fine reportorial 
books which are published, it 
seems, almost every week. Yet 
they are more than just readable 
novels. The books by Miss Gord- 
imer and Mr. Segal, and, for that 
matter, the mediocre novel by Mr. 
Markowitz, offer an insight into 
South African Jewish life which 
is unobtainable elsewhere. As there 
are 100,000 fairly wealthy, keenly 
aware Jews living in South Africa, 
it may be worth the trouble of 
American Jews to look more close- 
ly at the fictional products of the 
South African Jewish novelists. 
Arthur Markowitz’s oversexed 
heroine is the type of bosomy 
wench who makes the historical 
novel in America so popular. She 
is complaisant, romantic and per- 
mits liberties to almost any man 
she meets. The value of the novel, 
however, lies not in Mr. Marko- 
witz’s commendable ability to re- 
create a woman’s passion but in 
his portrayal of the heroine’s in- 
ability to understand her wealthy 
Jewish father and his total lack 
of comprehension of his daugh- 
ter’s basic. insecurity, which leads 
her, quite clearly, into romantic 
liaisons with all sorts of men. The 
girl’s father is consciously Jewish; 
she rejects Judaism’s principles, 
ethics and traditions. What the 
reader remembers is not “the 
daughter,” but the rich, puzzled 
father and that his money does 
him no good whatever so far as 
his beloved daughter is concerned. 
Finally, he marries her off to an 
ineffectual farmer, but one senses 
that the father has failed to retain 
the affection of his daughter and 
that in her easy offering of her 
body to various men, she has sym- 
bolized the failure of the rich 
South African Jew to win to his 
side the daughter he had prev- 
iously believed to be chaste and 
the sole real treasure of his life. 


In Miss Gordimer’s novel, the 
Jews emerge with greater honor. 
This is rather a surprise because 
in one of her short stories, “The 
Defeated,” she writes of a Jewish 
family, the Saiyetovitzes, and the 
undercurrent is one of pity for 
the Jews. Mr. and Mrs. Saiyeto- 
vitz place all their hope and 
love in their daughter Miriam. But 
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when Miriam grows into volup- 
tuous womanhood and marries a 
doctor, she simply moves to Jo- 
hannesburg and doesn’t visit her 
parents and breaks away from 
them. The action of the daughter 
engenders an attitude of defeat in 
the Jewish parents. Mr. Saiyevo- 
itz takes it out on a native who 
visits his shop. Sensitively, she 
writes: “I heard his voice strike 
like a snake at my faith: angry 
and browbeating, sullen and final, 
lashing weakness at the weak. Mr. 
Saiyetovitz and the native. De- 
feated, and without understand- 
ing in their defeat.” 

Yet in The Lying Days, the 
Jews are rather different. The 
heroine, Helen Shaw, is a Protes- 
tant white girl, friendly with 
Jews and deeply attached to a 
young Jewish couple whose home 
she shares. She is loved by a Jew, 
Joel Aaron, an admirable and fine 
young man. He wants to marry 
her but does not press his love 
upon her, knowing there is a re- 
ligious difference between them. 
When he decides to settle in Israel, 
she says, “IJ envy you your Jew- 
ishness.” He wonders why and 
she explains: “Because now I’m 
homeless and you’re not. The wan- 
dering Jew’s role reversed. South 
Africa’s a battleground; you can’t 
belong on a battleground. So the 
accident of your Jewish birth gives 
you the excuse of belonging some- 
where else.” 


NLIKE MANY American-Jewish 

novelists who write of Jewish 
life without understanding or be- 
ing a part of it, Miss Gordimer 
does understand the essence of 
Judaism and in her asides and vig- 
nettes of Jews, she reveals the 
South African Jewish type and 
the old traditional type as well. 
Here, for example, is a description 
of an old Jew, Joel’s grandfather. 
Notice its accuracy, its readability 
and its humor: 


The old chap was supposed to be 
a Talmudic scholar. I don’t quite 
know what the Christian equivalent 
of that would be... The Talmud— 
it’s a kind of religious philosophy. 
Somewhere in every Jewish family 
they’ve got a Talmudic scholar pre- 
served, it’s a distinction none of us 
can afford to be without. Like ours, 
he’s usually dead, but there are stor- 
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ies about how during his life time he 
spent his days and nights poring over 
books of wisdom—you know, the Tal- 
mud’s rather like Shakespeare or Fin- 
negans Wake now—hundreds of dif- 
ferent interpretations of the text and 
scholastic arguments which die un- 
solved with their protagonists, 


It is in such passages that Na- 
dine Gordimer indicates that she 
may yet produce the novel of Jew- 
ish life in South Africa. For al- 
though Albert Segal tries to do 
that in Johannesburg Friday he 
does not quite manage it. 

For one thing, Mr. Segal has 
attempted to write a novel with 
as little dialogue as possible. This 
makes for static story-telling and, 
alas, some dullness. Nevertheless, 
Mr. Segal is a talented writer and 
his characters do come to life. Like 
most other Jews in South African 
fiction, they are well-to-do; they 
are uneasy in the unrest in Africa; 
they cannot escape the feeling 
that, despite their wealth, they 
exist in a ghetto; they retain their 
Jewishness, sometimes unwillingly, 
but always quite evidently. Max 
Leventhal and his family serve as 
the springboard for the novelist’s 
comments about Jewish life in 
Africa. Max married Sophie after 
an impassioned courtship but in 
the course of the novel—which 
describes the events of a single 
day (the 25th wedding anniver- 
sary of the Leventhals, a Friday 
prior to the Jewish Sabbath, and 
just before Yom Kippur)—their 
love has flickered and nearly died. 
Max once was a success as a bus- 
inessman, but as soon as he won 
Sophie, he forgot about money and 
became an idealist. Oddly, it was 
Sophie who became the practical 
person. Max opened a bookstore 
and became a deeply sensitive Jew. 
“Out of the debris of his economic 
success, he cultivated a love of He- 
brew music and Hebrew literature. 
The Talmud, with its folklore, its 
drama, and its art, first attracted 
him, then bewitched him, then 
made a fanatic of him.” 

Max, unlike his daughter Jessie, 
is not indifferent to Jewish affairs. 
“The history of his people lay 
before him in five thousand years 
of agony and glory, and he gath- 
ered it to his breast as once he 
had gathered the income from 
plots of land.” Aware of the 
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ghetto in which he lived, “He read 
danger in everything. . . Anti- 
Semitism became a flag which the 
Gentiles of the earth waved in his 
face without their ever being mo- 
lested in turn.” 


ITH HIs BOOKS, Max was hap- 
py, although he no longer 
found delight in his wife and he 
was bewildered by his children. 
His wife, Sophie, a matriarch if 
ever there was one, was an inter- 
esting woman. “Although she was 
not religious, she tried as far as 
possible to keep the Sabbath holy 
. . » Never did she forget that she 
was a child of Israel, one of God’s 
chosen people.” She noticed how 
different her children were—and 
it saddened her. The boy, Phillip, 
“had questioned the importance of 
the Sabbath because it had inter- 
fered with his program of sport” 
and the girl, Jessie, was in love 
with a Gentile and nearly entered 
a liaison with him. ‘That she 
didn’t was due to her innate sense 
of awareness that she was Jewish. 
Another son, Laurie, thinks and, 
acts in terms of his Jewishness, al- 
though he rebels at his own atti- 
tudes inwardly, if not outwardly. 
Mr. Segal, in describing the 
cross-currents attacking Jew and 
Gentile, white and black, never 
forgets to reveal that his Jews are 
uneasy, uncomfortable and, in a 
deep sense, unhappy in South 
Africa. Now and again, there is 
a proud Jew, a Jacob Spitz, a 
friend of the Leventhals. Spitz is 
pugnacious about his heritage. 
“The more his Jewish friends tried 
to conceal their origin by chang- 
ing their names or veiling their 
identities through intermarriage, 
the more he boasted of his heri- 
tage. He was a Jew. . . Through 
his veins flowed the blood of five 
thousand years of genius and 
tradition. . .” 

The Spitzs and the Max Leven- 
thals, however, are the exceptions. 
Most of the Jews, though feel- 
ing an inarticulate kinship to 
the persecuted Negro natives, 
manage to live like Afrikaners: os- 
tentatiously, comfortably. They 
are insecure psychologically, which 
is why Mr. Markowitz’s heroine 
is promiscuous, why Miss Gordi- 
mer’s Jew in The Lying Days de- 
cides to go to Israel (indeed, why 
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so many South African Jews set- 
tle in Israel), why Max Leventhal 
sadly remembers how he is humil- 
iated by Gentiles and that he is in 
a permanent ghetto. The Jews do 
not starve, nor are they held cap- 
tive in the compounds, as Negroes 
are in Mr. Paton’s novels. They 
are, however, aliens in a dark, 
brooding and dangerous land. Like 
the other whites, they sit on the 
top of a volcano. Unlike the other 
whites, they have a collective 
memory of previous volcanos in 
history and are justifiably nervous 
and unhappy, regardless of their 
wealth, their servants, their suc- 
cessful businesses. 

,The Jewish novelists of South 
Africa have caught, in the pages 
of their books, the trend of Jewish 
thinking and they have under- 
stood the restléssness and the fear 
of the African Jews. It is a meas- 
ure both of their art and of the 
life they understand. It is why 
they — through their books — 
should be read. 


THE HULL STORY OF 
THE STATE OF ISRAEL 
by ELIEZER WHARTMAN 


The Fall and Rise of Israel, by 
William L. Hull, Zondervan 
Publishing Co., 424 pages, 1954. 
$3.95. 


I" IS A REFRESHING experience, 
after reading all the blood-and- 
thunder diatribes of embittered 
anti-Zionist missionaries who have 
returned from Palestine-turned- 
Israel, to pick up a book written 
by a missionary in which the Yi- 
shuv is treated sympathetically. 
Such a book is The Fall and Rise 
of Israel written by William L. 
Hull, who has spent the last four- 
teen years in the Holy Land. Rev- 
erend Hull, who is the editor of 
the Christian Voice in Israel, and 
conducts in Jerusalem one of the 
milder missions to the Jews, has 
dedicated his very readable vol- 
ume to David Ben-Gurion, and in 
a broader sense, to the pioneers 
who recreated the Jewish State. 
In a foreword to the work, Ca- 
nadian Supreme Court Justice I. 
C. Rand, former Head of the 
United Nations Special Commis- 
sion on Palestine, reveals that it 
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was Hull who clarified for him 
many of the problems connected 
with Palestine and who influenced 
him strongly to vote fur parti- 
tion, a vote which profoundly af- 
fected the course of modern Jew- 
ish history. 


The book traces the Jewish peo- 
ple from the days of the Maccabees 
to the Third Jewish Common- 
wealth of our day. Though it 
contains little new for the Jew 
who knows the story of his peo- 
ple, it will prove useful to the 
Gentile who can view the people’s 
saga in the light of the many quo- 
tations taken from the New Testa- 
ment with which the book is re- 
plete. 


The gentle reverend pulls no 
punches. He scathingly denounces 
the British for “hypocrisy” in 
Palestine and calls down divine 
judgment upon a world which sat 


idly by while the Holy Land 


‘was being reduced to a shambles. 


He candidly states that the Ir- 
gun’s “terrorism” played a strong 
role in getting rid of the British 
and that milder measures would 


not and did not succeed. 


Though he is a cleric himself, 
he takes the Orthodox Jewry of 
Israel to task for trying to impose 
a theocracy in the country. And, 
looking the Jews of America 
straight in the eye, he writes that 
if only a small fraction of them 
were to take their Zionism ser- 
iously and emigrate to Israel, it 
would do wonders to put a halt 
to the creeping cultural “‘leuke- 
mia” which is threatening the 
nation. _ 


Mr. Hull sums up his viewpoint 
thus: “We believe that true Zion- 
ism is a move of God and that 
those who are true Zionists with 
a love for the land God has given 
them will feel the urge to aid 
actively in Israel the rebuilding of 
Zion. In responding they will 
manifest a loyality to God which 
transcends any earthly loyalty or 
obligation.” 


Numerous photographs and an 
extensive bibliography round out 
the book. 

This reviewer would strongly 
recommend that Zionist individ- 
uals and groups provide the widest 


55 


circulation of this book in Gentile 
circles. In particular the Amer- 
ican Zionist Council should give 
thought to the possibility of bring- 
ing Mr. Hull to the United States 
to let him tell his story. It is a 
story which is not too often told 
by missionaries whose rejection by 
the Jews have poisoned them 
against the workability or desir- 
ability of a Jewish State not under 
Christian control. 
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